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Crown Prince; Logic of war prcv aik 

AMMAN (J.T.) — EEs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hagan aid Sunday 

that “the logic of war” sdD prevail* and the war in the Gulf was toll very 
modi a ma t ter Cor the generals. “However, if then is going to be a 
cessation of hostiBlies, it can only come by an appeal by the United 
Nations Security Comical to both parties to cease hostiEtks,” the Crown 
Prince told the Visncws television. The difficulty fnwng the Jordanian 
initi a t ive and those of the Non-Aligned Movement and the Organisation 
of Islami c Conference and the Union of Maghreb states has been that h is 
one s i de fla t is expected unilaterally to a nn o u nce that k will withdraw 
from Kuwait and then to appeal for a ceasefire and allows the capitulation 

which, re ali sti c ally speaking at the present m om ent, does not appear at all 
poible," be sakL 
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Moroccans stage mass inarch for Iraq 

RABAT (R) — An estimated 300,000 people marched through the streets 
of Rabat Sunday in a pro-Iraqi parade organised by five opposition parties 
and Islamic fiuvtamcnralim. The welt-organised parade was the first 
officially- authorised street demonstration in Morocco since the Gulf crisis 
erupted, and the hugest seen in the country since indepen d ence in 1956. 
No incidents were reported and security forces kept a low profile. Security 
sources said there were 70,000 people. The organisers claimed one 
mil Ka n. An independent count by eyewitnesses reckoned there were 
about 300,000. The marchers carried banners denouncing the United 
States, Israel and their allies, and burned American, Freud), British and 
Israeli flags on the main square in die centre of the dty. The 
threc-hour-toag parade was organised by five opposition parties led by the 
old-guard Istiqla! Party and the Socialist Union of People’s Forces 
(USFPJ, trade unions, lawyers, human rights and student groups. 
Bringing up in the rear were several thousand Islamic fundamentalists 
waving copies of the Koran and chanting Allahu Akbar or “Justice and 
demoracy.” 
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Iraq says missiles ‘avenge Arab blood 9 


Baghdad threatens attacks 
on allied interests everywhere 


ar -a wins 
fashion 
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Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID SUNDAY it fired 
missiles at Saudi Arabia and 
Israel “to avenge the Arab blood 
(spilled) in Iraq and Palestine” 
and to retaliate against allied air 
raids. 

Iraq also said it would hit 
American and Western targets 
worldwide in retaliation for allied 
air attacks on its civilians. 

“The interests of the United 
.States e v er ywhe re in the world 
will also be the target There is a 
difference between terrorism and 
struggle. This is a legitimate act,” 
Baghdad Radio said. 

“The target will not be con- 
fined this time to the soldiers of 
the United States, the mercenar- 
ies of its allies, or its collaborators 
in tiie holy lands in the Arabian 
Peninsula.” 

The radio said die United 
States and its allies “win pay 
dearly for their aggression against 
the Iraqi people and the institu- 
tions they built with their sweat 
and money.” 

An Iraqi spokesman said' two 
missile strikes were launched 
against Israel and a number of 
Scuds were fired at the Saudi 
capital, Riyadh. 


“Our heroic missile force dealt 
a destructive Mow to the dty of 
Riyadh, the den of treason, dis- 
grace, infidelity and atheism with 
A1 Hussein (modified Scud) mis- 
siles after midnight I ac t night," 
he was quoted as saying by the 
radio. 

“In response to the enemy 
' attacks and to avenge the Arab 
blood in Iraq and Palestine, your 
heroic missile fences last night 
used A1 Hussein missiles to deal a 
devastating blow to Tel Aviv...,” 
be added. 

Israel said it was hit by two 
Iraqi Sends late Saturday and 
early Sunday. But the the missil es 
missed Israeli dries and (fid not 
cause any casualties, it said. 

In Riyadh, 29 people were re- 
ported wounded by flying glass. 
Saudi Arabia, where most of the 
U.S.-led multinational troops are 
based, said the missile exploded 
after being intercepted in mid-air 
by U.S. Patriot missiles. 

Iraq has fired 29 missiles at 
Israel and 28 a gainst Saudi Ara- 
bia since the hostilities broke out 
on Jan. 17. 

“Oh heroic men of the missile 
force, continue your blows, God 
is on your side. The challenge will 
continue until they (allies) recog- 


nise... our right to our land and 
the rights of our people of Pales- 
tine,” the spokesman said. 

A1 Qadissiya, the Defence 
Ministry daily, said Iraq was 
“fighting the mother of battles on 
behalf of the Arabs and Muslims 
to liberate oar Islamic holy 
shrines from daws of the atheist 
invaders.” 

A commentary on Baghdad 
Radio said President George 
Bosh was mocking God by calling 
for a day of prayer Sunday for 
peace and for U.S. servicemen 
and women in the Gulf. 

“Bush has asked his citizens to 
.pray for tiie coalition troops. This 
evildoer, the colleague of the 
devil, is asking them to pray for 
the victory of the United Stales 
and the gang it is leading,” the 
commentary said. 

“Bush has chosen a God of his 
own, a God that will fulfill the 
wishes of George Bush..," said 
tiie radio. It also siad Mr. Bush 
was exploiting the feelings of tiie 
parents of soldiers in the Gulf 
who want them to go home “alive 
and not in plastic coffins.” 

“Hence, Bush is adding to Ms 
sins and crimes the crime of 
mocking God,” the radio said. 


Respite in air raids; 
missile attacks continue 
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-r: Combined agency dispatches 

^ A MISSILE CRASHED into a 
downtown section of Baghdad 
late Sunday afternoon, sending 
i up a white column of smoke that 
signalled yet another attack on a 
;_ ( capital battered for weeks. 

■J.' It was the first sign of an air 
j; attack since before dawn when a 
loud explosion somewhere in the 
dty signalled what probably was 
the arrival of antoher missile. 

The skies over Baghdad were 
quiet Sunday, free of the sounds 
of a ircra ft overhead d urin g fre- 
quent air raids. The bombing 
missions that began mi Jan. 17 
appear to have hit every ware- 
house in Baghdad. The allies 
seemingly are taking no chaqces 
of missing a military storage fatil- 
hy- 

Several bridges in the dty also 
have been destroyed. 

Cruise missiles fired by U.S. 
warships sometimes strike re- 
sidential areas. Local newspapers 
publish pictures showing houses 
and schools hit by missiles. 

“The Iraqi people now know 
the type of civilisation and new 
world order that the president of 
the United States wants to bring 

to the Arab region Iraqi 

radio said in a commentary Sun- 


il said Iraq now will cany the 
battle to American interests 
around tiie globe. 

“The target will not be con- 
fined tins time to the soldiers of 
the United States, the mercenar- 
ies of its allies or its collabora- 
tors in the holy lands in the 
Arabian Peninsula. The interests 
of the United States everywhere 
in the world will also be the 


"There is a difference between 
terrorism and struggle. This is a 
legitimate act...,” the radio said. 

An Iraqi opposition leader said 
allied air raids on Iraq had caused 
hundreds of thousands of civilian 
casualties. 

Sheikh Hadi A1 Mudarressi 
told a news conference in Damas- 
cus the Gulf war was aimed at the 
destruction of Iraq. 

“What is going on now is the 
destruction of Iraq under the 
cover of liberating Kuwait,” said 
Sheikh Mudarressi, a ShTite Mus- 
lim cleric dose to Iran. 

“There is massive destruction 
in Iraq... casualties can be 
counted in the hundreds of 
thousands.” 

Sheikh Mudarressi said on one 
occasion allied aircraft tried to 


(Continned on page 4) 


Answers elude fight 
against Gulf oil slick 




; BAHRAIN (Agencies) — War is 
. . : > ’« malting it hard for pollution ex- 
" • pert* to prepare defences against 
. ? I the largest oil spill in history 
' 7 beading down the Gulf, and Iran 

- - ' ■ Sunday called for an urgent meet- 
- J.-S ^ ing of the states, tndudmg Iraq, 

: : 1 to discuss the problem. 

' V “We are being starved of in- 
formation,” Derek Brown,' a 
Bahrain Petroleum Company en- 
vironmental consultant, said Sun- 
day. “We don’t get a de quate 
j. information to know what we are 

* feeing.” 

" J Two vast sticks resulting from 

^ . tbe Gulf war threaten water sup- 
1 ^ .‘pfies, coasts and wildlife from the 

; ’ -- ^.jrich habitat of Kuwait Bay in the 

~ north to the United Arab Emi- 

: * '%r^yrates in the sooth. 

' ' 1 Knowing tiie type of oil in the 

’■“V-v 3 "j dicks is vital for attempts to dean 
-- “P- 

• • ' j >% f But Gulf authorities have yet 

• ■ _ ' find out the real size, speed oar 

• ' . -tx>' /Composition of the main slick, 1 

■ ^ originated in Kuwait. A 

•*-■ Zc. J *_.'«cond stick, coming from Iraq, hi 

‘iri far about half the size of the 

’’ OH industry and gov e rn ment 

, w r,. 'officials from Saudi Arabia, 

- 5 • ^ >t ‘ ydahrain, Qatar, the United Anri) 

; -^inirates and the toppled regime 


of Kuwait met in the Bahrain 
t-g p rf w i Manama Sunday to assess 
the crisis. 

Officials said Iran has re- 
quested a meeting of tiie health 
ministers of the Gulf littoral 
states, including Iraq, to discuss 
the slick. 

AH Sibewieh, a spokesman for 
the I ranian embassy in Bahrain, 
said the meeti n g was scheduled 
for Feb. 17 in Tehran. 

Mr. Sibewieh said Ms request 
was made to tiie Regional Orga- 
nisation for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment which 
groups Iran, Iraq and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council member 

states. Tire council includes Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, die Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, Oman and 
Kuwait. 

wh«wi Fakhro, vice-chairman 
of tire environmental committee 
of Rahrain, said his government, 
was pfenning to take part.. He 
added that he believed other gow- J 
emments in the council would 

also parti c ipate. 

An official from the Saudi Ara- 
bian government, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said tiie 

k ingdo m was conridering the re- 
quest 


Flash floods 
hit Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Army heli- 
copters have airlifted more than 
2,000 people to safety, but many 
others remain stranded on roof- 
tops by floodwaters inundating 
120 southeastern villages, Iran’s 
official news agency said Sunday. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said the wont 
flooding in a century has left 
about 30,000 people homeless. 

Army heHcoptes, some am- 
ducting high-risk operations, res- 
cued stranded women and chil- 
dren on Saturday and Sunday, 
tiie agency said. 

Iranian authorities are con- 
sidering using speed boats to try 
to resuce people stranded on 
rooftops by the swift and rising 
floodwaters, the agency said. 

Thousand of hectares of farm- 
land and at least 10,000 livestock 
have been killed in the flooding 
that the agency said followed the 
heaviest rainfall in the last 100 

years. 

President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
has sent a delegation to coordin- 
ate relief operations carried out 
by the Red Crescent, the military 
and other organisations. 

More than 1,500 houses have 
been destroyed or damaged, the 
agency 


IRNA said tbc swift waters and 

the rising level of the Hirmand 
River have hindered relief 
efforts. 

“The hi g h speed and overflow 
of water has made people and 
relief teams unable to utilize the 
existing facilities to control the 
floods,” it said. 

The agency said all roads con- 
necting villages in Shahraki, 
Narouie and Miyankangi districts 
with Zabol, northeast of the dty 
of Zabedan, have been Mocked. 

Zahedan is near the point 
where the borders of Iran, Afgha- 
nistan and Pakistan meet. Zabol 
is in a thumb-shaped span of Iran 
surrounded on three sides by 
Soviet and Afghan territory. 

“It is hard to save those be- 
seiged by the floods through land 
due to absence of Chinook heli- 
copters in The region,” IRNA 
said. 


9 marines 
killed, 3 
missing 

Combined agency despatches 


AT LEAST nine American ser- 
vicemen were killed and three 
others missing , presumably dead, 
in several separate Gulf-related 
incidents Sunday, American 
spokesmen said. 

Seven Marines were killed 
when their armoured vehicle was 
hit by a rocket fired by their 
own side near the Saudi-Knwaiti 
border town of Khafji while two 
others were killed in a helicopter 
crash while on “escort doty,” 
according to tiie spokesmen. 

The seven marines were on a 
reconnaissance, mission Jan. 29 
when they observed Iraqi forces 
trying to cross the border. Major 
General Robert Johnston told a 
daily briefing. 

During an ensuing clash, which 
involved “very intense, very 
dose” combat, the Marines’ vehi- 
cle was hit by a missile. Gen. 
Johnston said. “We have reason 
to conclude it was a friendly 
missile. It does appear it was a 
Maverick missile,'’ he added. 

A spokesman also said that a 
Cobra helicopter on escort duty 
inside Saudi Arabia had crashed, 
killing its. two crew members. A 
Saudi spokesman said the crash 
was not related to combat. 

A U.S. air force B-52 bomber 
returning from a mission in Iraq 
crashed in the Indian Ocean and 
three of its six crewmen were 
missing, U.S. of5dals~said. ~ 

The huge, eight-engine B-52 
bomber crashed late Saturday en 
route back to its base on Diego 
Garcia, a sand atoll 3,200 
kilometres south of the Gulf. 

The command said there was 
“no evidence that the aircraft 
went down as a result of hostile 
fire.” It said three of tiie crew had 
been rescued and search and res- 
cue efforts for the other three 
were continuing. 

The three crewmen bring to 26 
tiie number of Americans missing 
in action since the Gulf war began 
on Jan. 17. 

Several dozen of the big B-52 
bombers, which date bade 35 
years and were widely used in 
Vietnam two decades ago, were 
brought to Diego Garda in Au- 
gust as part of the buildup for tiie 
war against Iraq. 

The bombers, which can carry 
30 tons of explosives, have been 
used daily to pound targets in 
Kuwait. Military sources say they 
have concentrated their devastat- 
ing attacks on suspected Iraqi 
troop concentrations, especially 
those of the Republican Guards, 
considered Iraq’s best troops. 

In Vietnam, tbe B~52s flew 
hundreds of raids and were re- 
garded as one of the best 
weapons against enemy troop 
concentrations. 

About two dozen of the high- 
flying bombers were lost in Viet- 
nam. But because of their vulner- 
ability to anti-aircraft missiles 
they did not venture over north 
Vietnam until late 1972 when 
about 16 were shot down in a 
period of two weeks during raids 
designed to force Hanoi to the 
peace table. 

Baghdad said Sunday that three 
U.S. B-52 bombers had arrived at 
a Turkish air base on Sights from 
London to join in the allied air 
assault on Iraq. 

* A Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in Ankara, denied 
there were any B-52s in the 
country. 

Turkey plans to ask Iraq to 
(Continued on page 3) 
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King voices optimism despite worst situation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday expressed 
conviction that the Arab Nation 
will eventually be triumphant and 
that a new Arab dawn uniting the 
whole Arab Nation will emerge. 

Addressing a meeting grouping 
tbe President and vice President 
of tiie Royal Jordanian (RJ) and 
senior RJ Staff, King Hussein 
said Jordan was currently passing 
through a difficult stage and a 
severe test. 

Tbe King voiced confidence 
that Jordan would be able to 
overcome tbese difficulties. 


through its people's awareness, 
dedication and hard work. 

“It was our destiny to shoulder 
our responsibilities towards fu- 
ture generation and to overcome 
the difficult circumstances,” The 
King said. “ Righ t will prevail and 
will win in the end,” he said. 

The King voiced confidence in 
RJ and its leading role in serving 
the country. He noted that com- 
mercial aviation worlwide was 
passing through a difficult stage 
due to the current circumstances 
in the region. 


The King also noted that Jor- 
dan was currently passing 
through the worst situation in its 
history . 

Tbe King stressed that RJ “has 
always been and will be the ob- 
ject of oor pride and appreciation 
and wiH'remain the bridge linking 
os with the world.” 

He thanked RJ for its efforts 
and dedicated work and express- 
ed pride in the level of its ser- 
vices. 

RJ Chief Executive Officer and 
Director General Husam Abu 


Ghazaleh briefed the King on the 
situation of the carrier and the 
difficulties it was facing. He 
noted that RJ had worked out a 
pilot plan of action before the 
onset of the Gulf crisis but be- 
cause of the crisis the carrier was 
faced with extremely difficult 
situations which obstructed its 
work and precluded the imple- 
mentation of its plan and prog- 
rammes. 

King Hussein was accompanied 
on the visit by Royal Court Gnef 
Sharif Zekf Ben Shaker. 


Arens: Israel will retaliate for missile hits 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — De- 
fence Minister Moshe Arens Sun- 
day renewed Israel’s pledge to 
retaliate for the Iraqi miss iles that 
have hit the Jewish state, but 
acknowledged there were logis- 
tical problems. 

“For us to hit Iraq, we have to 
pass over a third country,” Mr. 
Arens said. “For ns to hit Iraq, 
we have to act in a theatre of 
operations in which the allied 
forces are presently engaged.” 

He added: “But I think you can 
trust us that we will find the ways 
of dealing with these problems.” 

Israel has been undm pressure 
from tiie United States not to get 
involved in the Gulf conflict for 
fear it will under min e the anti- 
Iraq coalition, which includes 
Arab countries technically at war 
with Israel. 

Mr. Arens made the remarks 
to 330 visiting British Jews. 

His comments came just hours 
after Iraq late Saturday and early 
Sunday lobbed Send missiles at 
tiie Jewish state. The army re- 
fused to give the exact location of 


the strikes, saying only the mis- 
siles hit in “central areas.” 

— British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said there was 
more than a 50 per cent chance 
Iraq would use chemical weapons 
as its other military options were 
being eroded by allied bombing. 

Asked if he believed Iraq 
would launch a chemical strike, 
Mr. Hurd told British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation radio: 

“I have always thought it be- 
tween likely and probable, that is 
just over a 50 per cent chance. 

N 

The Sunday Times newspaper 
quoted Pentagon sources as 
saying President Saddam had 
given frontline commanders the 
go-ahead touse chemical 
weapons. 

No lamiing in Jordan 

In Amman, a Jordanian secur- 
ity official said Sunday that no 
Iraqi Scud missiles had landed in 
Jordan. 

“No missile has fallen on Jor- 
dan,” the Public Security Depart- 


ment .spokesman said, after a 
U.S. military spokesman sug- 
gested an Iraqi missile fired at 
Israel may have fallen on Jordan 
overnight. 

The U.S. military spokesman 
said during a briefing in tbe Saudi 
capital Riyadh that the missile 
“may have landed in Jordan.” He 
gave no details. 

Genscher on Mideast 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher Sunday 
suggested that European coop- 
eration arrangements might serve 
as a model for future peace in the 
Middle East. 

Mr. Genscher said the Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe could be used as 
the basis for a new Middle East 
order based on renunciation of 
force, disarmament and coopera- 
tion, tbe recognition of the state 
of Israel and the Palestinians’ 

right of self-determination. 

The 34-nation CSCE is de- 
signed to reduce tensions and 
promote disarmament in Europe. 


Mr. Genscher went on to 
answer criticism that Germany 
has played a weak role in the Gulf 
crisis. 

“We Germans are not standing 
on the sidelines, we stand side- 
by-side in a spirit of solidarity 
with the Americans and the 27 
other nations fighting in the Gulf 
for a peaceful future,” he- said. 

“We realise that they are also 
fighting for our future. And we 
Germans also stand by the 
Israelis as they defend their right 
to live,” he said. 

He said Germany was carrying 
“more than its fair share,” of 
costs in the Gulf, and had contri- 
buted more than $15 billion 
deutsebe marks ($10.2 billion) to 
operations there. 

“Today’s critics are often the 
same who six months ago warned 
of German superiority, not least 
military superioriiy," he said, re- 
ferring to earlier fears about the 
strength of a united Germany. 

— J “We do -not seek special treat- 
ment, we just seek fairness," he 
added. 
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Niisselbeh^s jail term cut; 
Hussein! questioned 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel Sunday cut 
ni half, to three months, the 
prison sentence imposed without 
a trial on Palestinian activist ac- 
cused of spying for Iraq. 

An army statement announced 
the reduction of the detention 
order for Sari Nusseibeh, a 41- 
year-old Palestinain professor, af- 
ter a court found the shorter 
sentence would likely cover the 
duration of the Gulf war. 

Dr. Nusseibeh, was detained 
last Tuesday on allegations that 
he was “collecting security in- 
formation for Iraqi intelligence, 
especially after the missile attacks 
on Israel.” 

Dr. Nusseibeh has denied the 
allegations, and the London- 
based human rights group 
Amnesty International termed 
him “a prisoner of conscience.” It 
said that availabe evidence sug- 
gests he was jailed for “his peace- 
ful political opinions and activi- 
ties.” 

Dr. Nusseibeh was educated at 
Oxford University in England 
and Harvard in the United States. 
He is a professor of philosophy at 
Sir Zeit University in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

He is known as a moderate 
among activists supporting the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). In its statement, 
Amnesty noted that he is “known 
for his stand and public activities 


in favour of negotiations between 

Palestinians and Israelis.” 

Dr. Nusseibeh is being held 
under “administrative deten- 
tion,” a pratice dating to British 
rule in mandatory Palestine that 
allows people to be imprisoned 
without formal charge or trial. 

Asked to approve the jailing, 
the court recommended Sunday 
that Dr. Nusseibeh be held for 
three months instead of the six 
months originally ordered, a de- 
fence ministry statement said. 

Police meanwhile questioned 
another Palestinian leader this 
weekend for allegedly forcing an 
Arab to give false testimony on 
the Oct. 8 massacre in Jerusalem, 
officials said Saturday. 

Faisal A1 Husseini, a pro-PLO 
activist, was questioned for two 
hours Friday ni gh t and then re- 
leased on his own recognisance, 
police said. 

He said police suspected Mr. 
Husseini of threatening an Arab 
from Jerusalem into lying about 
the Oct. 8 incidents. 

The Arab man, who was not 
identified, told police his earlier 
testimony was false, given under 
pressure from Mr. Husseini and 
other Palestinian leaders, police 
said without elaborating. 

Investigation was continuing 
and police could not say if 
charges would be brought against 
Mr. Husseini. 




TORREJON DE ARDOZ, 
Spain (Agencies) — Thousands 
of protesters marched Sunday to 
demand the shutdown of joint 
U.S. -Spanish military bases used 
as staging points for U.S. troops 
fighting in the Gulf war. 

An estimated 3,500 people be- 
gan the 11 -kilometre walk from 
Madrid to the air base at Torre- 
jon de Ardoz. a major stopover 
for U.S. troops and supplies 
headed to the Gulf since Iraq 
invaded Kuwait Aug. 2. 

Another group of about 3.500 
marchers headed towards the 
U.S. -Spanish naval base at Rota, 
on the southern Atlantic coast, 
according to the independent 
Spanish news agency Europa 
Press. 

Both groups demanded the 
shutdown of all joint-use bases in 
Spain, an end to the Gulf war and 
the return of three Spanish 
warships patrolling Arabian wa- 
ters to support the U.N. -ordered 
trade embargo against Iraq. 

There was no protest planned 
at Moron air base, in the south- 
ern province of Seville. U.S. B-52 
stratfortress bombers have been 
using Moron as a base to launch 
carpet-bombing attacks in Iraq. 

The Spanish government says it 


is providing logistical support of 
the U.S. -led multinational coali- 
tion fighting Iraq, but refuses to 
provide details. 

Thousands of demonstrators, 
calling for an end to fighting in 
the Gulf, marched through Lon- 
don Saturday in the biggest anti- 
war protest in Britain since hosti- 
lities broke out 17 days ago. 

A spokesman for Scotland 
Yard police said an estimated 
18.000 people took part in the 
march but organisers put the fi- 
gure at more than 20,000. 

“We are accused of not sup- 
porting 'our boys’ in the Gulf. 
The best possible support we can 
give to our members of the armed 
forces is to stop this war.” Bruce 
Kent, a vice president of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment (CND). told a rallv in Hvde 
Park. 

A retired German admiral said 
before the rally that the war was 
being fought to smash Iraq not to 
free Kuwait. 

“The United States wanted this 
war not to liberate Kuwait but 
because it wanted to destroy 
Iraq’s military capability in an 
area of strategic importance." 
Rear-Admiral Elmar Schmahling 
told Reuters. 


BRUSSELS (R) — The United 
states and its allies are using the 
Gulf war as a pretext to destroy 
Iraq, Algerian Foreign Minister 
Sid Ahmad Ghozali said Sunday. 

He said the allies’ declared aim 
in sending troops to the Gulf — 
“to defend” Saudi Arabia — had 
been extended first to retaking 
Kuwait and then to knocking out 
Iraq’s military and economic 
capacity. 

“One is driven to conclude that 
the liberation of Kuwait is ulti- 
mately no more than a pretext 
and that the initial goal, perhaps, 
even before the invasion of 
Kuwait, was the destruction of 
Iraq,” he said in an interview on 
Belgian television. 

Mr. Ghozali said allied aircraft 
had targetted Iraq’s social and 
economic infrastructure and in- 
flicted thousands of civilian 
casualties. 

“It’s been said that this is a 
surgical war. Well, there is micro- 
surgery and there is major 
surgery and here it’s something 
other than microsurgery,” he 
said. Iraq says 320 civilians have 
died and 400 have been wounded 
in coalition attacks. 

Mr. Ghozali met Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani and Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Saadoun Hammadi in 
Tehran Saturday. 

He said Iraq had not consulted 
Iran before scores of its aircraft 
flew to the safety of Iranian air 
bases last week . 

Mr. Ghozali siad he thought a 
diplomatic solution to the crisis 
was still possible, adding that | 
there had been no opportunity 
for real negotiations before the 
war started on Jan. 17. 

Asked what he thought of 
Iraq’s threat to use chemical 
weapons, Mr. Ghozali replied 
that the United States had 1,900 
nuclear warheads in the Gulf 
region. 

“What is the difference be- 
tween saying ‘I will use chemical 
weapons’ on the one hand and on 
the other saying- nothing but hav- 
ing 1,900 nuclear warheads?”.- 
Iran’s chief judge said Tehran 
wanted to “extinguish fires” of 
the Gulf war through its neutral- 
ity and diplomatic clout in the 
region. 

“This is not a war between 
Islam and infidelity but it is a war 
between (arrogant) might and ex- 
pansionism,” the national news 
agency IRNA quoted Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi as saying. 



Egypt 9 § opposition 
calls for Gulf ceasefire 


BOMBED OUT: Rescue workers sift 
through the rubble of buildings hit in the allied 


bombardment of Iraqi cities, towns and villages 
(Ai Qadissiya photo) 


Lebanon, at peace for once, 
becomes spectator to war 


BEIRUT — The Lebanese, rav- 
aged by war for more than 15 
years, are relishing their new- 
found peace and unaccustomed 
role as spectators in the Gulf war. 

But they are eyeing neighbour- 
ing Israel warily, fearful Palesti- 
nian bases in Lebanon could be 
targeted if the Israelis are drag- 
ged further into the conflict by 
Iraq’s Scud missile attacks. 

Cartoonist Pierre Sadeq cap- 
tured the bemusement of many 
Lebanese. In a Sadeq cartoon in 
the newspaper Al Dyiar, two 
Lebanese men are watching the 
war on television. One says to the 
other: “We’re watching those 
who’ve been watching us for 
more than 15 years.” 

Beirut and its environs have 
been at peace, more or less, 
since early December, when mili- 
tiamen withdraw from the city 
under an Arab League-sponsored 
peace plan overseen by President 
Elias Hrawi and backed by Syrian 
troops. 

Under the plan, the militias are 
supposed to disarm as the 
Lebanese army, with Syrian sup- 
port, reinstates government con- 
trol over the country. 

“We’re not the tools, and we’re 
not the victims of a war in the 
Middle East for the first time in 
15 years,” said Ibrahim Hasbini, 
a Muslim bank employee. “Of 


course, one feels sorry for the 
people being killing in the Gulf, 
but at the same time, it’s not our 
war.” 

So far, the plan to formally end 
a civil war in which an estimated 
150,000 people have been killed 
seems to be working, although 
not everyone is sure the peace 
will last. 

“It’s nice to enjoy peace, espe- 
cially when the world around you 
is on fire” says Jacqueline Qabb- 
out, a housewife. “The people in 
the Gulf have enjoyed their 
wealth and spent their millions 
lavishly when we were living like 
jrats in bunkers and underground 
shelters.” 

The Lebanese government has 
declared its support for the allied 
coalition in the Gulf war and for 
the restoration of Kuwait’s top- 
pled government. 

Although Lebanon is not 
directly involved in the war, its 
effects are being felt here. 

Since the war began Jan. 17, six 
bombs have exploded at Western 
and Saudi targets in Lebanon: 4 
The worst blast, at a bank in . 
Baalbek half-owned by a French 
company, killed a security guard. 

The prices of basic commod- 
ities have jumped by at least 35 
per cent in Lebanon since the 
allied air attack on Iraq began, 
and many Lebanese have rushed 
to stockpile food, fuel and drink- 
ing water. 

The government has sent in- 


spectors to penalise gas stations, 
groceries and bakeries that sell 
goods at inflated prices. 

Some Lebanese radio and tele- 
vision stations have been broad- 
casting war news around the 
clock. Many Beirut restaurants 
and nightclubs installed TV sets 
so their clientele could keep up 
with developments. 

“We used to switch off the 
music and put on news flashes 
because everyone was really in- 
terested. Bat some people com- 
plained that they go out to night 
clubs to forget their own war 
and not to watch somebody 
else’s,” said waiter Antoine Jajj 
at one night spot in west Beirut. 

“Now we’ve put the TV in a 
separate room. The waiters 
spread the word to those who’re 
interested if there are any major 
developments in the Gulf and 
they rush to watch.” 

Many Lebanese are worried 
that if their southern neighbour, 
Israel, becomes involved in the 
war it might attack the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
estimated - 6,000 guerrillas in 
South Lebanon.' y : - 

“Of course we’ll suffer again if 
Israel takes part in the Gulf war,” 
said Hussein Haidar, who runs an 
import-export business in Beirut. 

“Israel would certainly try to 
eliminate the PLO force in Leba- 
non, regardless of whether the 
Palestinians were attacking it or 
not,” he commented. 



By Mort Rosenblum 

The Associated Press 

DHAHRAN — U.S. military 
arrangements for covering Op- 
erations Desert Storm are block-’ 
ing access to the war, masking 
reality and leading to contradic- 
tory reports, journalists say. 

With limited eyewitness 
accounts, the reporters say, read- 
ers and viewers around the world 
were dependent upon allied com- 
muniques and Defence Depart- 
ment briefings for news on the 
war with Iraq. 

In the first ground battle, at 
Khafji, a press pool was kept far 
away from the action. Pool repor- 
ters had to quote staff officers 
from field headquarters. 

Reporter and photographers 
who get into Khafji on their own 
found a much different picture 
than that offered at headquarters, 
with intense firefights by probing 
Iraqis. U.S. public affairs officers 
arrived and ejected non-pool 
newsmen. 

The pool later produced grip- 
ping details after marine artillery 
enabled the Saudis to secure 
Khafji. But, without direct re- 


porting on how effectively the 
Iraqis fought, they relied on 
allied sources. 

Journalists called that the latest 
in a series of difficulties in a 
system which discourages officers 
and fighting men from speaking 
frankly and keeps newsmen from 
seeing things firsthand. 

“The pool system is an abo- 
mination.” said Malcolm Browne' 
of the New York Times, who 
reported from Vietnam in 1961 
before the first U.S. casualty. 

He said some U.S. restrictions 
were apparently meant to avoid 
upsetting Saudi authorities who 
were reluctant to allow unsuper- 
vised travel in the kingdom. 

Tony Clifton of Newsweek, 
who has reported every major 
war since Biafra in the 1960s, 
blamed U.S. guidelines for dis- 
torting coverage by keeping 
newspeople from the news. 

Clifton said he spent weeks in 
vain trying to reach an air force 
chaplain friend, based less than 
l ! /2 kilometres away from the 
press center, as rules forbid 
coverage outside the pools. 

“In 20 years, the only nation 
I’ve found to be more restrictive 


— and not much more restrictive 

— was Iraq,” he said. “I certainly 
saw more action with the Iraqis 
(against Iran) than now with the 
Americans.” 

Greg English, an Associated 
Press photographer who is not in 
a pool, echoed Clifton’s remark: 
“The last time I had so much 
trouble taking pictures was in 
South Africa.” 

Of the 757 journalists and tech- 
nicians registered with the U.S. 
Joint Information Bureau (JIP), 
106 were assigned to poois. Ab- 
out half of them wait in Dhahran, 
some camp with combat units, 
and others make brief forays to 
ships or air bases. 

The Defence Department de- 
signed 12 pools and let journalists 
themselves determine who would 
be included. Coordinators drew 
up lists, not without bitter dis- 
putes. 

Several television correspon- 
dents and photographers who 
sought to cover the war outside of 
the pool had their credentials 
revoked by the Saudi authorities. 

On Thursdy, R.W. Apple of 
the New York Times noisiiv be- 


rated U.S. army Colonel William 
Mulvey, head of the JIB, about 
the pool. 

Mulvey said in an interview 
that the 170 pool reports so far 
spoke in favour of the system. 

“We’re committed to getting 
the story out,” he said. 

Most reporters agreed that JIB 
officers tried hard to work within 
the system. 

David Lamb, a seasoned Los 
Angeles Times reporter who co- 
vered Vietnam, called the pools 
essential because of the number 
of newspeople and the geography 
of the war. 

Although pools should not be 
the only source of news, he said, 
“they enable us to get a lot of 
good human-face reporting in a 
timely manner.” 

But, most said, the system was 
restrictive and prone to selective 
coverage, logistics problems and 
delays and squelched details 
which distorted reality. 

Public affairs officers frequent- 
ly intercede to direct questions 
and rephrase answers. "When one 
naval officer spoke of “captured” 
Iraqis, after their boat was sunk. 


an escort made it “rescued.” 

Often, reporters find that in 
private, servicemen reveal diffe- 
rent views from those expressed 
in front of officers. 

Leon Daniel, chief United 
Press International correspon- 
dent who started in Vietnam in 
1966, faulted reporters and edi- 
tors for accepting the system. 

“Segments of the press have 
already surrendered to the milit- 
ary minders,” he said. “What you 
have is what the shrinks 
(psychiatrists) call the Stockholm 
syndrome.” 

The Stockholm syndrome re- 
fers to a tendency of hostages to 
cling to small kindnesses from 
their captors, eventually seeing 
them as allies. 

Television reporters are equal- 
ly vehement. 

“We are barred from even the 
most basic access,” said Christ- 
iane Amanpour of Cable News 
Network. "We are not allowed to 
report news. If we happened to 
stumble across news, we can’t use 
it because it has to be cleared.” 

When the fighter-bomber 
pilots returned to carriers after 


the air war started, she said, 
public affairs officers kept the 
pilots away for 14 hours. Then 
they coached them before they 
went on camera, putting them on 
edge. 

‘■The military couldn’t have 
hoped in its wildest dreams to 
have had such good publicity 
before the war started,” she said. 
“Now suddenly we are the 
enemy.” 

Arthur Kent of the NBC 
broadcasting network said, “the 
pools are effectively a branch of 
the U.S. military.” 

The disappearance of a four- 
man television crew from the 
CBS broadcasting network, 
headed by Bob Simon, has 
heightened friction. Some U.S. 
and Saudi press officers call it an 
example of what happens when 
rules are flouted. 

But navy reporters say that 
they have to take more risks to do 
their jobs because of the restric- 
tions. 

“They are making things more 
dangerous than they have to be,” 
said John Kifner of the New York 
Times. 
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Armenian Orthodox Chart* Tel. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Chart* Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Chord: Tel. 
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EraDgdkal Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Chord: of Jtsus Christ of Latter- 
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man 7.5, Aqaba 19. Hnmidhy read- 
ings: Amman 98 per cent, Aqaba 28 
per cent. 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be cold, cloudy and rainy, and 
snow is expected to fall in hilly areas. 
In Aqaba, it will be cloudy and there 
will be a chance for scattered showers 
of min. 
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Fire Brigade 89122S 
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Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police .— S96390 
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Hotel CatnpLxiiXs 605800 

Price Complaints . — . 661176 
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Complaints 897467 

Amman Mtaiapafity 
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Telephone Information 
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Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repairs...^...... 623101 
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Jordan Televiskm ................. 773111 

Radio Jordan ,-,.. 774211 

Water Authority . 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 8156J5 
Electric fewer 

-Company .636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s main 
opposition parties Sunday called 
for a ceasefire in the Gulf to allow 
for a peaceful solution to the 
conflict. 

But they offered no suggestion 
on ways to end the crisis and said 
a truce should not be linked to an 

Iraqi pledge to pull out of 
Kuwaiti 

The influential Muslim 
Brotherhood, the leftist Socialist 
Labour Party, the liberal Party, 
the National Unionist Progressive 
Party and four other smaller 
groups held a press conference 
during which they issued a state- 
ment saying: ,■> 

“We condemn the brutal attack 
launched by the American and 
allied forces on the Iraqi people. 

‘We demand that this war stop 
immediately and call for a peace- 
ful settlement of the Gulf conflict 
and other issues in the Middle 
East at the forefront of which is ' 
the Palestinian question.”- \ 

Opposition groups, except for 
the right-of-centre Wafd party 
which generally, has supported 
the government’s Gulf policy, 
have condemned the Gulf war 
and the allies’ massive air raids on 
Iraq. 

Some groups, like the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the Labour Par- 
ty have called for the pull out of 
Egyptian troops from the U.S.- 
led anti-Iraq coalition. 

At Sunday’s press conference 
held at the Liberal Party head- 
quarters in downtown Cairo, the 
leaders of the groups said they 
have no plans to offer on peaceful 
means to end the conflict. They 
■said each party may have diffe- 
rent ideas but they refused to 
elaborate. 

Ibrahim Shukri of the Labour 
Party said in previous conflicts in 
the Middle East, such as the 1967 
and 73 Arab-Israeli wars, secur- 
ing a ceasefire was never con- 
ditional on the invading country’s 
promise to withdraw. He said this 


condition should not be imposed 
on Iraq now. 

Maamotm Hudeibi, a senior 
member of the Muslim Brother- 
hood said the Gulf conflict and 
tiie Palestinian question should 
be linked, as spelled out in the 
statement signed by the groups. 

The United States and other 
members of the anti-Iraq coali- 
tion, including Egypt have re- 
fused such a connection. 

“The allied forces are led by 
tiie United States which clearly 
wants to destroy the Iraqi army 
and Iraq itself. It used the ques- 
tion of Kuwait as an excuse to 
embark on this scenario,” Mr. 
Shukri said. 

. He said Tor an Arab country to 
occupy another is clearly un- 
acceptable but the solution 
. should come from “within the 
Arab family without the interven- 
tion of foreign forces.” 

Mr. Hubeidi said the allies are 
destroying Iraq to leave Israel as 
the only military power in the 
Middle East. 

“No matter what sin the ruler 
of Iraq and his regime have com- 
mitted, we cannot have a re- 
sponse which only makes things 
worse. 

“The destruction of Iraq means 
that the only country with any 
power in the region will be 
Israel. we should not be helping 
this by sending our troops (to the 
Gulf) to achieve our enemies’ 
goal,” he said. 

Almost all opposition parties 
have boycotted the last par- 
liamentary elections because of 
allegations of fraud and are not 
represented in the People’s 
Assembly, where the govern- 
ment’s Gulf policy enjoys over- 
whelming support. 

The leaders said the statement 
issued Sunday will be circulated 
among the population to gather 
signatures and then will be deli- 
vered to the presidential palace. 


Iran paper suggests 
mass boycott of Haj 


NICOSIA (R) — A Tehran 
newspaper said Sunday Iran and 
other Muslim countries may 
boycott the annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca in protest at the presence 
of the U.S.led forces in Saadi' 
Arabia.'- '• 

; “Particqjation in this yearis haj ; 
ceremonies in view of the massive 
presence df U.Sfctroops m Saudi - 
Arabia to massacre Muslims can- 
not be accepted by Islamic Iran” 
said Tehran Times 

Iranian officials have conde- 
mned bombings of civilian targets 
in Iraq by allied aircraft in the 
Gulf. , 

“In case of the war being pro- , 
longed and brutal bomardments 
of Iraqi residential areas con- 
tinued by the U.S.-led coalition 
from Saudi soil ... Muslims may 
stage an ail-out ban on Haj cere- 
monies in protest against the 
house of Saud (Saudi royal fami- 
ly) inviting infidel troops to its 
sacred land,” the paper said in an 
editorial carried by the national 
news agency IRNA. V' ; 

This year’s Haj rituals fell in 
June, 

The paper, which has in the 
past reflected the views of the 
Foreign Ministry, said Iraq, Ye- 
men, Jordan, Sudan, Libya, 
Algeria, Mauritania and Lebanon 
may stay away from the pilgrim- 
age to the holy sites in Mecca and 
Medina. 

Iran has boycotted the ritual 
for the past three years following 
the killing of more than 400 peo- 
ple, mostly Iranian pilgrims, in 
clashes with Saudi police in 1987. 

Tehran has refused to accept a 
Saudi ban on political demonstra- 
tions during the Haj and a quota 
system limiting the number of 
pilgrims individual countries can 
send. 

One of Iran’s leading clerics 
has accused President George 
Bush of slaughtering Iraqi civi- 
lians in allied bombing raids. 

In a letter to the U.S. presi- 
dent, Grand Ayatollah Moham- 


mad Reza Golpayegani said forc- 
ing Iraq from Kuwait was no 
excuse for killing innocent Iraqis. 

“To oust Iraq from Kuwait 
does not give you the right to 
launch thousands of raids on re- 
j sidential areas or massacre dvi- 
lian people,” he saiti . j . 

. “You should know the world.! 
’ holds you and Saddam (Hussein) 
responsible for the war.” 

He said no international laws 
or United Nations resolutions au- 
thorised such action. 

He condemned Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait, called on Iraqi troops 
to withdraw from the emirate and 
for foreign troops to leave the 
Gulf. 

“This is not a war whose con- 
sequences you can tolerate easily, 
even if you could presumably win 
a military victory. 

“Mr. President, you have set 
afire the region by such mass 
killings. You should fear that the 
flamhs should spread to the 
world,” he said. 

Iranian Ambassador to Pakis- 
tan Javad Mansoori said Sunday 
Iran will not allow Pakistani 
volunteers wanting to fight for 
Iraq in the Gulf war to cross its 
territory. 

The Jamiat Ulema-I-Pakistan 
(JUP) political party has said 
about 1X0,000 Muslims volun- 
teers want to join Iraqi troops in a 
jihad against the U.S.-led allied 
forces and it had asked Iran to 
grant them passage. 

Mr. Mansoori told a news con- 
ference that “no possibility at 
present exists” for allowing such 
passage as Iran was neutral in the 
war and barred by international 
law from doing so. 

But he said Pakistan could send 
relief goods to Iraq through the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society. 

Jup leader Shah Ahmad 
Noorani said last month his party 
had also asked the Pakistan gov- 
ernment for permission to send 
the volunteers it had recruited 
across the country. 
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^{^Palestinian anger simmers 
; ^ under longest ever Israels curfew 


' 0-‘c^ Es 


Government to reconsider 
controversial decision 


' m ~- C> ‘ 
*.>*• 




By Robert Mahoney 

'OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
; Without money, hope or enough 
food, Palestinians are growing 
restive after more than two weeks 
• confined to their homes by the 
‘ Israeli army. 

Israel is afraid to let them out 
j with the Gulf war still raging but 
< equally fears the simmering anger 
, and frustration coold bofl over 
: into revolt, particularly in the 
i volatile Gaza Strip, security 
sources said. 

To ease the pressure file Israeli 
si my has lifted the curfew for a 
few hours in some towns and 
refugee camps in the past few 
days. 

Bat occ up ati o n forces refuse to 
letmore than 100 , 000 Arab work- 
os return to jobs inside Israel 
even though fins would relieve 
the desperate lade of money in 
the occupied territories. 

“The authorities are frightened 
that if they let Palestinians back 
into Tei Aviv die attacks will 
begin again,” one security s o ur ce 
said. He was referring to a spate' 
of attacks on Israelis late last year 
after police shot dead at least 20 
Palestiroans in Jerusalem. 

“It only takes file Arab with a 
knife to try to establish file fink- 
age,” he said, r e ferri n g to Knkay 
between the Gulf crisis and 
Israeli occupation of Arab lands 
, that some Israeli politicians con- 


cede has already been established 
with Scad MiwiW landing Qq 
I srael. 

Palestinians see Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein as a champion 
of their three-year-old revolt 
against Israeli rule and amw 
Washington and its anti-Iraq 
coalition of double standards. 

Whistfing and cheering erupted 
in many houses when Iraq fired 
another Send mi«ale against 
Israel an Sunday morning. Wit- 
nesses said sokfieis fired into the 
air in several towns to quieten the 
celebration. 

The defence ministry has 
blocked proposals to bus Arab 
workers under army escort to 
jobs in Israel, the sources said. 

“Even if we lift the curfew 
(Defence Minister Mosbe) Arens 
is not wilting to risk letting them 
back,” one source said. 

“There is no room for experi- 
ments,” Brigadier-General Fred- 
dy Z a ch, the number two admi- 
mstrator for the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, told reporter s Sun- 
day. 

That is bad news for Salim, 33, 
of Gaza's Shati c a mp. He has 
worked in Israel for 16 yean, 
supporting his extended family of 
right people. 

“We are desperate. I have run 
out of money,” he told Reuters 
by telephone. Reporters have 
been barred from the Gaza Strip 
since the curf e w was damped on 
its 650,000 residents 18 days ago. 


“We don’t have the money to 
buy the few vegetables and fruit 
which are on sale.” 

The U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) took advan- 
tage of a few hours curfew relaxa- 
tion lari week to start distributing 
three kilogrammes of skimmed 
milk and 50 kilogrammes of flour 
to each refugee famil y. 

“Nobody is starving bnt there 
is very little food and the situa- 
tion is coming were people do not 
eat enough,” an UNRWA official 
said. 

Residents said oranges were 
felling unpicked from trees and 
tomatoes rotting in fields while 
many fanners sat in the cinder 
block houses of Gaza’s grim re- 
fugee camps. 

Hashem Etta Ei&hawa, director 
of the Association of Citra Grow- 
ers in Gaza, appealed in a tele- 
gram to Arens Sunday for the 
curfew to be lifted. 

“A lot of families are hungry 
and desperate,” be said. 

UNRWA officials said the 
more than one milli on people in 
the West Bank were also suffer- 
ing altho ugh the curfew was less 
strictly enforced in villages away 
from the 1967 gr e en fine border 
with Israel. 

“If s Gaza which is one whole 
refugee camp and very tense.” a 
security source said. “It might 
take jnrt one incident to bigger 
an explosion. People are frus- 
trated enough to do it.” 


Rain increases Kingdom’s water reserves 

AMMAN (Petra) — Rain has a generating capacity of 3,000 the country’ 

increased the Kingdom’s supplies kilowatt per bom each. ly, giving Jc 

of water collected in the various Stour also visited Jarash water relative refi 

duns and seeping underground. department where he was briefed Water A 

To assess the amount of water by the department head on the General Ab 

collected by file King Talal Dam, water situation in the district. said in a its 

Water and Irrigation Minister The minister visited the water the recent 

Saad Hayel A1 Srour Sunday paid distribution station in Baqaa and creased the 

a visit to the dam and its electric- listened to a briefing by an official King Talal ] 

ity generating plant. on water distribution in the area. cubic metre 

The minister was briefed by hr an interview with Petra, to 14 mDlio 

officials at the site on file water Srour said that since file rain He noted th 

discharge and purification ays- season for this year was late, it holds now 

terns. He inspected the dam's caused common concern among metres of * 

electricity generating plant. Jordanians. However, file minis- Sbudb and I 

The plant generates electricity ter said, the heavy rainfall daring millio n and 

through two water turbines, with the last two weeks has increased metr.a reap 


* Aiabs-OUt’ Americans evacuate more staff 
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U,V • - .5 - r .„ [rt;1 cuatmg-reore.^rtaff from JooJa*j ! 12 people w 

I • after anti-Western attacks in me leaving abo 

voted into re * ibn - 130^.1 

- VUIV/U 11HU “Certainly the general srtua- 

tion has pro mp ted another look Several \ 

T CTO Oil at embassy levels,” the embassy’s Yemen wer 

Idl Uvll sp okesman said, when asked if in retaliatioi 

r the move was connected to recent war on Iraq 

PoKinof anti-Western attacks. renewed tin 

\sCi LJJLLld The spokesman himself was Western tar 


the country’s reserves significant- 
ly, giving Jordanians a feeling of 
relative relief. 

Water Authority Secretary 
General Abdul Aziz Ai Wish ah 
said in a statement to Petra that 
the recent heavy rainfall in- 
creased the water collected in 
King Talal Dam from six millioa 
cubic metres just two weeks ago 
to 14 million cubic metres now. 
He noted that Wadi Al Arab dam 
bolds now .six million cubic 
metres of water and that Wadi 
Sbueib and Kafrein dams have one 
millio n and two milli on cubic 
metr i respectively. 


- TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
.’V Israeli cabinet on Sunday voted 
to include in tbe gov e rnme nt a 
new, right-wing minister who 
.advocates the expulsion of 
Palestinians from the occupied 
“ ‘'.territories. 

-• '/ The decision must be a pprov ed 
by parliament where Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir — who 
pushed for the indution of Raha- 
; .vam Zeevi in the cabinet — con- 
trote a majority of the votes. 

; Three ministers voted against 
•- the inclusion of Mr. Zeevi of the 
Ear-right Moledet Party in the 
■j.'- cabinet. Two abstained. 

■f • The three who voted against 
>' were key officials in the govem- 
. ■.-'neat and of Mr. Shamir’s Likud 
.. . . 'doc; Foreign Minister David 
■i. 2 * jCv y* Justice Minister Dan Meri- 
~J- lor and Health Minister Ebud 
Olmeit. 

^ Israeli media reports said Mr. 
^ . ilhamir nominatd Mr. Zeevi to 
^-jroadeu his coalition and streng- 
'' .-hen Ins position against any land-* 
x-peace c om pr omis e, as advo- 
; ~,, ; ated by tbe United States. 

Mr- Zeevi would become a 
•u n i s te r without portfolio and the 
' r> " 1 . 0th member of the cabinet. He 
? ‘ .'odd also be included in file 
£ - ^- ->callod defence cabinet of key 

- Iffidab who deckle nrititaxy and 
-JCurity issues. 

■ Mr. Zeevi’s party calls for file 
.. r ansfer ai Arabs from file occu- 
_^ y cd West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
e defended his position Sunday 
1 brad Radio. 

“I said dial if the Arabs of the 
nd ai Israel’ hurt us oper- 
'Cionafly, disrupt fife as part of a 
- tal war as they have been called 
t do by their leaden, beaded by 
■iwer Arafat, tben they will 
ave to understand they wifi then 
* expelled,” Mr. Zeevi sad. 
jKe denied Moledet stood for 
sliced transfer ” saying it’s can 
$b far “transfer by will or agree- 

^ nt.” 

vSnce file Gulf war erupted 00 
* 1 . 17, Mr. Zeevi has been a 
; mg advocate of swift Israeli 
^ iKa tion a gainst Iraqi missile 

'ids. 

e 

*Tbe war is not only on the 
} den of Iraq and Kuwait and » 

to ww-ih UttSCh OD 

- i)d After this war, there will 
‘‘be fight over tbe fatnre of the 
Coffered,” Mr. Zeevi said in 
Revision interview. 


AMMAN (R) 77 - TJie Amcrican 
embassy srirf Sunday it was. eva- 
cuatmgnmore-Tstaff from Jocdaaa 
after anti-Western attacks in toe 
region. 

“Certainly the general situa- 
tion has pro mp ted another look 
at embassy levels,” the embassy’s 
spokesman said, when asked if 
the move was connected to recent 
anti-Western attacks. 

Tbe spokesman himself was 

Marines 


‘reduce the number of embassy 
1 personnel in Ankara next week, a 
gov e r n ment official said Sunday. 

The official said, file Turkish 
request would be relayed to 
Iraq's ambassador in the next few 
days. 

Iraq would be asked to reduce 
its staff by one-third, including all 
its intelligence staff, tbe official 
said. 

Iraqi embassy officials were new 
available for comment. Twenty 
diplomats are officially listed as 
working out of tbe embassy. 

Gen. Johnston said in Riyadh 
that another death inside Saudi 
Arabia may also have been 
earned by “friendly fire.” In that 
inddent,.first reported Saturday, 
one ma r in e was killed and two 
wounded when bombs dropped 
cm a convoy. 

The General said tbe United 
States and its allies had flown 
2,500 missions in the previous 24 
hours. This took tbe total to more 
than 41,000 since tbe War began 
on Jan. 17. 

But be said there had been very 
tittle action along tbe border be- 
tween Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Baghdad radio also said Sun- 
day that seven American airmen 
shot down by Iraqi anti-aircraft 
fire had been turned over by 
Syria to file U.S. embassy in 
Damascus, but Syria and tbe 
.embassy denied the report. 

The radio said Syria had re- 
leased the pilots to the embassy 
“in the past two days,” but gave 
fitfie more information. 

The official Syrian Arab News 

Agency said the report was “com- 
pleteiy fabricated.” 

“We’ve beard that stray. The 

stray is untrue,” said Bfll Mur- ’ 

pby, an embassy spokesman in 
Damascus. 

In Geneva, the International 
Committee of the Red Gross 
(ICRC) said Sunday it had vistyd 
328 Iraqi prisoners of (FoWs) war 
to date. 

But its delegates in Baghdad 
had yet to receive permission to 
see captured allied pilots, a 
spokesman said. 

The spokesman said tire ICRC 
visited 326 Iraqis in Saudi Arabia 
and two others detained in Bri- 


pne, of those being evacuated. 

A diplomatic source said 10 to 
12 people were being sent home, 
leaving about 20 of the original 
130 staff at fire miss on. 

Several Western embassies in 
Yemen were attacked last week 
in retaliation for the Western-led 
war on Iraq. Baghdad on Sunday 
renewed threats to hit U.S. and 
Western targets worldwide. 

tain as suspected members of 
their country’s armed forces. 

— Polish President Lech Wale- 
sa was quoted Saturday as saying 
he would be prepared to go to 
Baghdad in the search for a 
peaceful solution to tbe Gulf war. 

In an interview with die Catho- 
lic weekly II Sabato, Mr. Walesa 
also called for greater public 
pressure to force both sides in the 
confikx to reach a negotiated 
settlement 

*Tm ready to go to Baghdad,” 
he said. *1 have a dear duty 
imposed cm me by being awarded 
tbe Nobel Peace Prize.” 

— A senior French envoy, on 
bis way home from Gulf war talks 
in Iran, stopped off in Ankara 
Sunday for rafW with Foreign 
Minister Ahmet Kurtcepe Alpte- 
modn. 

A French diplomat said Fran- 
cois Schee r . secretary-general at 
fire French Foreign Ministry, dis- 
cussed tbe Gulf war with his 
Turkish counterpart Tugay 
Ozceri. 

— A further 320 GnK refugees 
crossed into Iran from Iraq and 
were boused in temporary camps, 
the Iranian news agency ERNA 
ftairi 

It said the refugees from 
Sudan, Tunisia and India entered 
through Khosravi, the main cros- 
sing point with Iraq in western 
Iran. 

— A senior Kuwaiti diplomat 
flew to Tehran Sunday carrying a 
message to Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani from 
Kuwait’s exiled emir. Sheikh Ja- 
ber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, the 
Kuwaiti newt agency said. 

No further details were avail- 
able of the trip to Iran by Sheikh 
Nasser Muhammad Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah, a minister of 
state for foreign affairs of the 
toppled Kuwaiti government. 

He left Taif.en route to Iran. 

— Suez Canal authorities were 
searching a Cypriot cargo ship 
Sunday after receiving informa- 
tion it might be involved in an 
Iraqi-planned attack on the 
strategic waterway, a canal offi- 
cial said. 

The official said the Neos, a 
general cargo ship flying under 
the Cypriot flag, was detained at 

the northern tip of fire Suez Canal 

in Port Said Saturday. 









Her Majesty Queen Noor listens to Dr. Abdullah Khatfh (on fire Queen’s right) during a m e e ti ng the 
Queen chaired Sunday (Petra photo) 

Queen Noor chairs meeting of 
voluntary, charitable societies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As part of 
Jordan's preparations for de- 
velopments resulting from the 
Gulf war. Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Sunday chaired an ex- 
panded meeting of charitable 
and voluntary societies in the 
Kingdom. 

The Queen was briefed on 
the work of voluntary 
societies, dvil defence and the, 
Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCS) in general 
and their preparations for 
emergencies in particular. 

Head of the General Union 


of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) Abdpllah Al Khatib 
told the meeting that the num- 
ber of volunteers offering 
themselves to work in 
emergency situations reached 
50,000. In-kind and cash dona- 
tions were generously offered 
by Jordanians, Khatib re- 
ported. 

Heads of various voluntary 
groups presented briefings on 
their activities, which, among 
other things, cover the provi- 
sion of ambulances, food and 


medical supplies, shelters and 
evacuation centres. 

Queen Noor lauded GUVS' 
efforts and expressed apprecia- 
tion of the private sector’s con- 
tributions to tbe national 
effort. 

The meeting was attended 
by representatives of the 
Ministries of Health and Social 
Development, JNRCS, the 
Civil Defence Department, the 
General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Women and Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation Director 
General friaam Ai Mufti. 


Doctors, nurses head for 
Iraq; donations on the rise 


AMMAN (Agencies) — An 
Amman-based Arab committee 
has sent Iraq medicine worth JD 
150,000 ($225,000) since the Gulf 
war began on Jan. 17, an official 
said Sunday. 

Mamdouh Abbadi, head of tbe 
Jordan Medical Association, said 
the- group formed- last month had 
sent supplies including antibiotics 
and morphine. 

“Our Iraqi brothers need our 
help because tbe situation of 
health services there is deteriorat- 
ing day after day," he told Ren- 
ters. 1 

“It is always the civilian casual- 
ties wbo^uffer most because they 
do not get the treatment offered 
to military casualties,” he added. 

The committee, which groups 
several Arab medical associa- 
tions, had also sent 32 Algerian, 
Jordanian and Palestinian doctors 
to Iraq over the past three weeks. 

Abbadi said the committee noti- 
fied fire government of the medi- 
cine spppfies and sought visas for 
the doctors from Iraq’s embassy 
in Amman. 

Tbe U.N. embargo against Iraq 
does not apply to methanes and 
food sent on humanitarian 
grounds. 

Jordanians have raised hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars to 
buy supplies or send money to 
Iraq. 

German Mosffins 
Offer help 

' Tbe Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JNRCS) has re- 


ceived a pledge from Muslim 
groups in Germany offering help 
for humanitarian operations in 
Jordan. 

JNRCS President Ahmad Abu 
Qoura said that he received tbe 
offer from Dr. Ahmad KhaKfa 
who represents the Islamic cultu- 
ral ce n tre in Munich. Khalifa said 
that Muslims in Germany were 
ready to send relief supplies, and 
other types of aid to JNRCS for 
the benefit of children in Jordan 
and Iraq. 

Canadian Arabs 

President of the Arab com- 
munity in Canada Nabil Fawzi 
condemned the U.S.-led aggrcs- 
.sion on Iraq, the bombard- 
ment of civilians, economic in- 
stallations and religious and 
cultural targets in that country. 

Tbe Arab and Muslim peoples 
condmen these aggressive acts 
committed against Iraq and its 
people and denounce Israel's 
arbitrary measures in the occu- 
pied Arab territories, he said. 

Fawzi expressed grief over the 
mass tilling of Iraqi children and 
women by fire allied forces. 

He called for an immediate and 
unconditional ceasefire in fire 
Gulf war, and tbe withdrawal of 
tbe U.S. and allied forces from 
the region. 

Doctors, nnrses 
leave for Iraq 

The ■ Arab Doctors Union’s 
(ADU) emergency committee 
said Saturday it was continuing to 



123 families get JD 2,970 aid in Karak 

KARAK (Petra) — The Social Development Department last 
month allocated JD 2,970 monthly assistance to 123 families in 
Karak Governorate, according to department director Saleh Al 
Suqour, who also heads the Karak chapter of the National Aid 
Fund. Tbe allocation was made following field surveys under- 
taken by social workers in the various parts of the governorate. 

^Haddadin wants U.S. ambassador out 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Lower House of Parliament’s member 
Bassam Haddadin Sunday called on the government to send die 
American ambassador to his country in protest against the 
repeated air raids on Jordanian proper t y and people. In a 
statement issued Sunday, Haddadin said tire second brutal 
aggression on Jordanian trucks and oil tanks demonstrated the 
hatred the U.S. harboured to Jordanians because of their support 
for Iraq and its condemnation of aggression on Iraq. 

Health workshop starts 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Ed u ca ti o n and the United 
Nations Children's Fond (UNICEF) opened a workshop on 
health education fra supervisors employed by the Ministry of 
Education and representatives of municipalities and health 
centres operated by the Ministry of Health. A total of 83 
participants are taking part in the workshop. The participants will 
hear lect ur es on health education, the health situation in Jordan 
and the role of teachers in promoting this kind of education, 
according to the Jordan News Agency, Petra. Petra quoted 
Ministry of Education Secretary General Muntber Al Masri as 
saying that the workshop was part of the ongoing e ff ort s by the. 
Ministry of Education to promote' health in schools. 



send doctors, surgeons and 
muses to Iraq to offer medical 
assistance. 

ADlTs Secretary General Has- 
«an Khreis said three medical 
teams had been dispatched, 
while another team of 22 doctors 
and nurses would be on its way 
soon, carrying medicines and 
medical equipment. 

, Khreis told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that additional 
medical teams from Arab conn- 
tries like Algeria, Libya Tunisia 
and Palestine would be sent to 
Iraq for humanitarian purposes. 

Khreis expressed gratitude to 
Jordanians for their generous con- 
tributions to this noble cause. 

On Sannday ADU issued a 
statement denouncing U.S.-led 
coalition attacks on innocent civi- 
lians in Iraq that resulted in the 
killing of women and children. 

The allied forces have commit- 
ted brutal air raids on civilian 
population centres, cultural, sci- 
entific and economic targets as 
well as on oil tankers, causing 
huge oil spills in the Gulf waters 
with disastrous ecological con- 
sequences, fire ADU statement 
said. . • 

Tbe statement strongly conde- 
mned Israel’s inhuman practices 
against the Arab people in tire 
occupied Pales tinian land- It said 
that tbe continuous curfews im- 
posed on the Arabs have caused 
serious deterioration in health 
services with detrimental results 
on tbe children, in violation of all 
international principles and laws. 


House meets 
Wednesday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament convenes 
Wednesday morning in a session 
expected to be attended by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran and 
cabinet members. 

The House’s foreign affairs 
committee held a session Sunday 
and beard a briefing by Foreign 
Minister Taker Al Masri on the 
outcome of his recent trip to Iran , 
fire present political stuation in 
the Middle East region and Jor- 
dan's stand regarding tbe Gulf 
crisis. 

Masri, who last week held ex- 
tensive talks with Iranian leaders 
concerning tbe U.S.-led aggres- 
sion on Iraq and the convening of 
an Islamic conference to end the 
conflict, stressed Jordan’s firm 
stand regarding the war in the 
Gulf and emphaased tbe King- 
dom's attitude towards various 
issues in the region. 

TWo other House committees, 
the legal and the ad m i nis t r ati v e 
committees held separate meet- 
ings to review amendments to 

laws referred to them by the 
House for recommendations. 

House Speaker Abdul Lafif 
Arabiyat Sunday received Pala- 
tine Ambassador to Jordan Al 
Tayeeb Abdul Rahim and discus- 
sed with torn developments of the 
Gulf war. 


AMMAN (J-T.) — A controver- 
sial government decision restrict- 
ing the nse of private cars coold 
be suspended and a coupon sys- 
tem introduced, prime ministry 
sources said Sunday. 

Tbe sources said that a decision 
to suspend the new measures, 
announced last Thursday, fol- 
lowed public protests through the 
media, a call-in-radio programme 
and other means including 
numerous telephone calls to file 
concerned ministries. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
Saturday met with the emergency 
committees at both houses of 
Parliament and discussed the ap- 
plication of the recent regulations 
restridng fire use of private cars 
to alternate odd, even days of the 
month as of Feb. 5. The question 
of us i ng coupons for buying gaso- 
line was among a number of 
proposals diseased at the meet- 
ing. Committee sources were 
quoted tty Al Ra’i Arabic daily 
Sunday as saying that the order 
will be implemented provided 
that coupons would be intro- 
duced in a week's time from now. 

Tbe government trill study the 
various proposals submitted by 
people in various sectors and will 
take appropriate measures in- 
cluding exceptions and amend- 
ments to the regulations in gener- 
al, Minister of Energy Thabet Al 
Taher said in a statement pub- 
lished in Sunday's Arabic press. 

The decision to restrict cars to 
operate every other day has re- 
ceived an angry response from 
the people at large, especially 
because the country’s public 
transport system does not cover 
all areas at different times of day 
and night- 

Public Transport Corporation 
(FTC) Director General Sulei- 
man AI Habahbeh was quoted by 
the press as saying that his cor- 
poration has only a fleet of 300 
buses, which are not sufficient to 
cover all regions in the capital 
and tbe PTC is no position to 
acquire new buses. 

Hababebh noted that a recent 
study conducted by the Ministry 
of Transport and Telecom- 
munications showed that only 20 
per cent of the total population 
use the PTC buses, while 70 per 
cent travel by sharing cars or 
roving taxis. 


The dty of Amman has ex- 
panded and the PTC cannot pro- 
vide sufficient buses to the 
sprawling areas; and additional 
number of schools and colleges 
sprung up that placed further 
Burdens on the transport sector in 
Amman and other towns, 
Habahbeh conceded. 

Tbe PTC sustained JD 52,000 
loss in 1989 and JD 42,000 in 
1988. but is not expected to show 
any losses in 1990 because the 
PTC had leased buses to tire 
government for the transport of 
evacuees from the border re- 
gion,” earlier in the Gulf crisis, 
Habahbeh added. 

Habahbeh said that the PTC 
can by no means present a solu- 
tion to the ensuing problem since 
its buses do not reach all areas. 
However, Habahbeh said, the 
FTC will Monday announce a 
new timetable for its buses along 
various routes in and around the 
capital so that people can make 
their transportation arrange- 
ments accordingly. But he added, 
tbe PTC plan is subject to amend- 
ments, depending on tbe density 
of travellers along various routes, 
and ame ndments could take place 
one week after the new regula- 
tions had gone into effect. 

Speaker of the Lower Hoase of 
Parliament Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
told Al Ra'i Arabic daily Satur- 
day that he received numerous 
complaints by members of the 
public about tbe new government 
regulations concerning the pri- 
vate cars, and said that ample 
preparations like holding semi- 
nars and spreading awareness 
among the people should have 
preceded the announcement. 
Arabiyat said that an amendment 
to tbe government regulations 
could be introduced before they 
go into force. 

The majority of those inter- 
viewed by the press over the past 
three days and those interviewed 
by Jordan Televirion voiced dis- 
approval of the new measures 
because many said they had no 
alternative to using their own cars 
to go about. A radio morning 
phone-in programme received 
hundreds of calls from people 
expressing their concern about 
how to get to work, to reach 
home or take their children to 
school and so forth. 


‘ Japanese military planes 
to evacuate refugees’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Japanese 
parliamentary delegation led by 
deputy Torino Yamaguchi Sun- 
day ended a three-day visit to 
Jordan and left for Damascus on 
the third leg of their -current 
Middle Eastern tour. 

The delegation was received by 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
held meeting with KBs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and government officials to dis- 
cuss Jordaman-Japanese econo- 
mic cooperation and means by 
which Japan could help Jordan 
deal with tbe evacuees problem. 

The Japanese offered to send 
military transport planes to re- 
patriate foreign nationals. 
According to a statement by 
Japan's Foreign Ministry Sunday, 
Tokyo has secured Jordan's 
approval for Japanese military 
planes to use Amman airport to 
ferry Gulf war refugees to their 
home countries. • 

The Associated Press (AP) 
news agency quoted officials in 
Tokyo as saying that despite 
objections at borne for any military 
involvement aboard, Japan has 
promised to provide military 
planes and crews for transporting 
file refugees on humanitarian 
bass. 

Asked by fire Jordan Times to 
comment on the AP report from 


Tokyo, a Japanese embassy offi- 
cial said that the embassy in 
Amman bad no information ab- 
out the Japanese government de- 
cision. 

According to the AP report the 
Japanese delegation members 
were assured by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan Satur- 
day that the Kingdom would 
allow Japanese planes to land and 
pick up evacuees escaping from 
the Gulf war zone. 

Last week, four Japan ese- 
government chartered Japan Air- 
lines planes evacuated 963 Viet- 
namese refugees and 82 Thais 
from Cairo, where they had been 
transported from Jordan. 

The deployment of the air 
crews would involve tbe first dis- 
patch of Japanese troops abroad 
since tbe end of World War Q. 
Critics say it would violate 
Japan’s postwar constitution, 
which bans war as a means of 
settling international disputes. 

Prime Minister Toriuki Katin 
had proposed sending troops for 
non-combat duties with the multi- 
national forces fighting Iraq, bnt 
abandoned tbe plan amid strong 
opposition. 

Katin pledged to send five C- 
130H planes for refugee transport 
as part of a package including $9 
billion for tire allied forces bat- 
tling Iraq. 


Jordanian mothers 
hail Chevenement 


By Soane Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of active 
Jordanian mothers, calling for a 
peaceful settlement to the war in 
die region, have sent a cable to 
French Defence Minister Jean 
Pierre Chevenement congratulat- 
ing him for taking a “noble 
stand” towards the war in the 
Gulf. 

Tbe French minis ter had res- 
igned on Jan. 29, after French 
warplanes carried out two bomb- 
ing raids on Iraq. He had repe- 
atedly said France’s mission 
should be the liberation of 
Kuwait, as specified in a United 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions, and not tire destruction of 
Iraq. In bis letter of resignation, 
Mr. Chevenement wrote: “a cer- 
tain idea of the republic leads me 
to ask you to discharge me of the 


Jaljoull visits Irbld 


functions for which it was an 
honour for me to carry out.” 

The following is tbe full text of 
the telegram sent to Mr. 
Chevenement: 

His Excellency Jean Pierre 
Chevenement, - 

Your excellency, your resigna- 
tion has expressed to the whole 
world the civilised and cultured 
France that we all know through 
its history and revolution that 
ushered in the world the princi- 
ples of modern-day civilisation: 
Fralernety, liberty, and equal- 
ity; France that gave to tire whole 
world great leaders throughout 
file century. Your noble stand 
puts you in tbe rank- of these 
great of your country. 

We, the Jordanian mothers 
send yon out deepest feeling of 

appreciation and respect for this 
honourable stand. 


IRBID (Petra) — Health Minister Adrian Jaljoull Sunday visited 
Irbid and inspected the city’s hospital and a number of health 
centres. 
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Rightness of 
the cause 


THE U.N. Security Council resolutions on the Kuwaiti 
situation were many and multi-staged. They started off 
with condemnation of Iraq and its occupation of 
Kuwait and calls for the withdrawal of Iraqi troops. In 
the second stage the resolutions pat in place an 
embargo regime on Iraq for refusing to oblige 
Washington and its inner circle allies to pull its forces 
completely and unconditionally oat of Kuwait. The 
third and final stage was resolution 678 which pur- 
portedly authorised the use of force against Iraq in 
view of the bankruptcy and ineffectiveness of the first 
and second stages enunciated and adopted by the 
council. The minute this third stage was put into effect, 
it has effectively and legally superceded the first and 
second stages of the council's resolutions. 

Against this backdrop, continuing the embargo on 
Iraq is no longer tenable, legal or necessary. Accor- 
dingly all countries are at liberty to disregard the food 
and medicine sanctions imposed on Iraq as bring 
redundant and because of being superceded by the war 
option exercised by some of the council members. 
That's why neither Jordan nor Syria nor Iran are doty 
bound to respect the council’s embargo on Iraq and 
Kuwait and may now replenish the food and medicine 
needs of the Iraqi and Kuwaiti, people unhindered by 
any stBl operative 'Absolution of the coundL 

But until the worjUJ co mmuni ty realises its own folly 
in accepting and following America^ leadership blind- 
ly, Jordanians will do everything they can to uphold 
international law and l egitimacy while stkkmg to their 
principled position on opposing this printless war and 
its terrible consequences and objectives. 

Du fact that the U.S. has chosen to overlook or 
ignore Jordan’s adherence to tLN. resolutions, by 
bombing civilian cars and people and targets, does not 
mean that we will abandon our principles and beliefs. 
This country and its people will always remain 
convinced of the rightness of our cause: we are against 
foreign hegemony and the systematic destruction of an 
Arab aster country, but we are equally committed to 
peace and negotiations as the way to solving problems, 
no matter how great these troubles are. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


PRESIDENT Bush has asked the American people to pray that 
God may help the allied forces win the war which, be said, is 
being waged against the elements of evil, said Al Ra*l Arabic daily 
Sunday. It seems that his call to the Americans was meant as a 
prelude to what is coming ahead: bodies of American troops 
killed in battle, the pap: r noted. Bush's call to the people could 
also be interpreted as an esu^.. from accusations levelled at the 
U.S. administration by the American clergy and religious leaders 
who maintained that America was waging an immoral war in 
violation of all religious and political principles and all human 
values, the paper noted. Bush’s call on the people to pray for the 
crimes he continues to commit in Iraq and elsewhere in the world, 
can not absolve him from a grave responsibility for the death of 
innocent people, and can by no means convince anybody of his 
views or innocence, the paper continued. The American president 
is waging a war against the Muslim and Christian Arabs alike, and 
is intent on destroying an Arab country and Arab culture; and we 
believe that the faithful in the United States will pray today 
Sunday invoking God's curse on the warmongers and calling on 
God to bring them speedy defeat, the paper added. It said that aD 
the faithful around the world are called on to pray for an end to 
die war and an ignominious defeat for the aggressors. 


A columnist in Al Ra’i daily says that as a result of the 
government decision to allow private cars to run on alternate 
days, a real confusion was created among Jordanians. Of course it 
is understood that the government's decision ' was aimed at 
reducing public fuel consumption under the present difficult 
circumstances, but the majority of people are going to suffer as a 
result because there was no due consideration or ample time given 
to such decision as many people have been saying Salah Abdul 
notes. He says that the government should realise that it is 
the people who decide whether any given order can succeed or 
fa3, depending on the response it receives; and as long as the 
majority are against such measure since they can find no 
alternative to using their own cars as there is no regular public 
transport system to function in all regions, the government ought 
to re-oousider the order and opt for other effective measures, the 
writer points out. He says that rationing the petrol through 
coupons like the milk, sugar and rice, and a campaign through the 
media and information services urging people to economise in 
fuel consumption can achieve the aspired results and aimsi A 
carefully-studied situation and a wiser decision, the writer says, 
^an by all means prompt the Jordanian public to .accept the call for 
rationing if It is done in a manner that would not deeply hurt the 
normal social life of people. 


An ideological vision executed 
by a man of enormous will 


By ' Sana Atiyeh 


AMMAN — Ever since the Iraqi 
takeover of Kuwait on Aug. 2 
and the events that led to the 
U.S.-led war against Iraq, the 
West has by and large failed to 
understand, or chose not to 
understand, why Iraq went into 
Kuwait and what was behind the 
decision not to give it up even at 
the cost of war. 

Why did Iraq go into Kuwait 
and insist on linking a resolution 
of the Kuwaiti issue to a settle- 
ment of the Palestinian problem 
while the West, particularly the 
U.S., persisted in rejecting such 
linkage? How is it that Iraq is 
steadfast and fiercely resisting 
the U.S.-led war for the third 
week now. despite the over- 
whelming odds against it? What 
are the reasons and ramifications 
for Iraq’s missile attacks on Tel 
Aviv and Haifa for the first time, 
in Israel's history, and President 
Saddam Hussein's insistence 
that the Palestinian problem be 
solved once and for all? 

Volumes can of course be 
written on answers to these 
questions, but one of the more 
important factors that led the 
Iraqi leadership to take these 
strong positions and actions can 
be found in the school of thought 
it was brought up to believe in: 
the Ba’ath ideology. 

An insightful look at the 
Ba'ath Party and its ideology 
might be of some help in any 
attempt to understand the Iraqi 
leadership's thinking and the 
forces behind the decisions and 
actions on Kuwait and the whole 


region. 

The word “Ba'ath" means re- 
surrection, rebirth or renaiss- 
ance. The founding fathers of 
the Arab Ba'ath Party, namely 
Michel Aflaq and Salah Bitar, 
were influenced by the Western 
civilisation and nationalism 
when they were students in 
Paris. Back home, the Arab 
countries were influenced by two 
major trends: Islam and com- 
munism. Aflaq and Bitar wanted 
to create a new Arab civilisation, 
a new Arab identity, and they 
thought that the best solution 
was an Arab nationalist .one. 

The cause for the two thinkers 
who were joined by. Murjeef 
Razzaz, was to'unite the Arab 
World in order to strengthen the 
region and be independent of 
colonialism. 

Aflaq believed that sicne the 
fourteenth century, the Arab 
World was in a state of coma or 
death and needed to be resur- 
rected. He thought the Arab 
nation was a potentially mighty 
power and had a great civilisa- 
tion, but that it faced a big 
problem: it was divided. 

The Ba’ath was greatly influ- 
enced by Arab nationalist leader 
Sate' Husari, who bad called for 
Arab unity at any cost. Aflaq 
added a social dimension to this: 
that this Arab unity was in the 
interest of the poor, the working 
class, the farmers and the intel- 
lectual bourgeois. 

Saddam Hussein had repe- 
atedly accused the oil-rich Gulf 
states of being responsible for 
the unfair distribution of Arab 
wealth. He reiterated over and 
over again that there were Arabs 
in Sudan, for example, who were 
starving; that many Arab coun- 
tries had huge foreign debts and 
that the oil-rich states were 
obliged to see that the rest of the 
Arabs were not suffering finan- 
cially. In other words, it was 
always natural for Iraq, with its 
Ba’athist leadership, to demand 
a fair distribution of wealth 
among the Arabs, and it did. 

The ideology’s influence on 
Iraq shows today that the major 
aims of the Ba’ath Party became 
to unite the Arab World, cancel 
all forms of colonialism, which 
created the dass struggle and 
hegemony, and liberate Pales- 
tine. 

The slogan of the party, 
founded in 1947 is: unity, free- 
dom, socialism: one Arab nation 
with an immortal message. 
Aflaq had apparently seen the 
immortal message as the Islamic 
and historic dimension of 
Ba'ath. 

The party thought that Arab 
unity was the only way to liber- 
ate Palestine and that the libera- 
tion of Palestine would unite the 
Arabs. 

In his three-volume collection 
"The Complete Political and 
Philosophical Works," the late 
Ba'athist leader Muneef Razzaz 
wrote: “Ba’ath aims at the des- 
truction of colonialism on Arab 
land and thus the destruction of 
colonialism everywhere ... 
Palestine must be liberated, but 
without a stru ggle , there will be 
no liberation ... to confront 
Israel we must confront im- 
perialism. which both brought 
Israel into this region and sus- 
tained it. Therefore, to liberate 
Palestine we must always ccmsid- 



Micbd Aflaq 




er that we will fight Zionism as 
well as imperialism at the same 
time." 

There is no doubt that Sad- 
dam has been greatly influenced 
by the Ba’ath school, something 
that many Ba'athists here say. 

Hardcore Ba'athists always 
wanted to expand their influence 
beyond their borders, which 
were anyway created by the col- 
onialists. as Saddam did with 
Kuwait by annexing it. and as 
Syria's Hafez Assad indirectly 
did with Lebanon. 

Unlike what many in the West 
claim — that Saddam did not 
invade Kuwait to liberate Pales- 
tine — people who understand 
the influence of Ba’ath on the 
Iraqi leadership would say that 
the president bad both Arab 
unity and Palestine in the back 
of his mind when he took over 
Kuwait. 

He might have thought that 
his project in taking Kuwait 
would make Iraq the strongest 
and richest state with the 
strongest Arab military power 
that would enable him to create 
a true strategic power balance 
with Israel and be able to con- 
front the Zionist state, indepen- 
dently and without having to 
answer the Western powers. 

The Iraqi leadership continues 
to blame Arab leaders, particu- 
larly in the oil-rich Gulf states, 
whom it says were appointed by 
th,e .colonialist European' 
empires' earlier in the century,* 
for- obstructing - indigenous;?', 
national industrial development. 
Iraq, in effect, also blames these 
leaderships for obstructing se- 
rious efforts to solve the Palesti- 
nian problem peacefully, but in a 
just and dignified manner where 
the Palestinians and Arabs are 
not the losers In the end. In 
other words, the Arabs could 
achieve what they wanted 
through strength and independ- 
ence from imperial powers. 


presidency to Saddam in 1979. 

When the Ba’ath Party was 
split into two in 1966 in Syria and 
Iraq, the aims of uniting the 
Arab World became more diffi- 
cult and the military institutions 
and intelligence apparatus 
dominated the party in both 
countries. 


Before the split, there was a 
pan- Arab leadership, which the 
regional leadership anwered to. 
With the split, the regional lead- 
erships became powerful and the 
priority became regional rather 
than pan-Arab, so it lost its real 
weight. The region (Iraq and 
Syria) was strengthened because 
each had the money, the re- 
sources, the state, the weapons 
and the institutions. 


Aflaq, Razzaz and other 
Ba'athist thinkers landed on the 
Iraqi side, although they, had 
secondary roles in the leadership 
after the military took over. 

In 1979, Saddam took a hard 
line and cracked down on any- 
one who got in the way of his 
plans of building strong institu- 
tions as fast as possible; demo- 
cracy and human rights were not 
a priority on his list. 

There are many former 
Ba’athists in Jordan who left the 
party in *79 because it lacked 
democracy and they now say 
that since the beginning of the 
Gulf crisis and especially during 
this war, Saddam has been for- 
- given by those whom he perse- 
CUfed;-’’ •**■•'"* ' -»» 

Although they had resigned 
from the party because they be- 
lieved that democracy was one 
of the essential means t6 con- 
front colonialism, they now see 
it differently: Saddam Jiad for- 
saken democracy and im- 
mediately went straight into con- 
fronting and fighting colonialism 
and imperialism. 

Learning from historic mis- 
takes, a pan-Arab nationalist 


Although Aflaq worried about 
Saddam’s ruthless behaviour 
and objected to it, Aflaq put his 
last bet on Saddam as being the 
student most likely to be a good 
leader and absorb his principles. 
Aflaq looked at other Arab lead- 
ers and saw that Saddam had the 
faith of one day building a power- 
ful state — not as a means by 
itself — but to unite the Arabs 
and liberate Palestine. 


As Razzaz wrote: “(Ba'ath) 
looks to achieving peace ... but 
not artificial peace based on 
superficial agreements." 

Former Jordanian Ba'athists 
say that the slogans of Ba'ath — 
pan-Arab nationalism, freedom, 
unity, independence — are 
dearly ingrained in both Sad- 
dam's mind and that of the Iraqi 
people. 


The principles of the Ba’ath 
Party taught them to .ido what 
they are doing n *w by fighting 
against colonialism and sacrific- 
ing their lives for Palestine, 
which is the central cause for the 
Arabs. And many supporters of 
Iraq had expected a different 
position from Syria, where 
Ba'ath was created, because 
they also grew up with the same 
prindples. 


The Ba’athists first took pow- 
er in Iraq in Feb. 1963 and in 
Syria one month later. The 
Ba'athist leadership in Iraq 
lasted only eight months when it 
was overthrown only to retake 
power in 1968 under the lead- 
ership of Ahmad Hassan al Bak- 
er, who remained president until 
be fell ill and handed over the 


leader who was also not known 
for his democratic methods but 
admired and followed by the 
Arabs was the late Egyptian 
president, Jamal Abdul Nasser. 
Nasser achieved unity with Syria 
but it was short-lived ... for 
reasons that Saddam thought 
were due to the. weakness of 
Egypt in its infrastructure and 
capability. 

Saddam was quoted as pre- 
viously saying to his comrades: 
“Nasser’s mistake was that he 
expanded his region before he 
strengthened his country ... be- 
fore he strengthened his internal 
front and the pan-Arab national- 
ist thinking among the people 
and before bail ding strong in- 
stitutions inside Egypt." 

Saddam’s initiative to concen- 
trate his efforts inside Iraq was 
not traditional thinking of the 
school of Ba’ath. In one of his 
books on the Ba'ath ideology, 
Aflaq wrote: “if our aim in 
taking power is to build up the 
internal front in any Arab re- 
gion, then I am against taking 
power. But if our aim is to 
establish Arab unity and liberate 
Palestine, then we should take 


power. 


The Iraqi president was also 
quoted as telling the Ba'athist 
leadership in 1978: “give me ten 
years and I will show yon that I 
will not let yon down and win 
not betray our pan-Arab 
nationalist aspirations that we 
have learned from the Ba'ath 
Party. I will continue to be an 
Arab nationalist, but now I will 
concentrate cm Iraq for the fu- 
ture of pan-Arabism." 

Saddam lived up to his word. 
He has built a strong state, is 
now confronting the U.S and 
other Western powers and the 
oil-rich Golf states, who m his 
view worked against Arab 
nationalist interests, -and hit 
Israel with the Iraqi developed 
AJ Hussein missiles. After 43 
years of suffering from Western 
hegemony and the repeated 
humiliation of being defeated by 
Israel, Iraq is now perceived as 
the symbol and power with 
which Arabs can confront im- 
perialism and Zionism. This is 
simply why millions of Arabs 
and Muslims are fully supportive 
of Iraq in this battle; They feel it 
is also a tight for their future. 

Although many Ba'athists 
would now say that in practical- 
ity, Ba'athism does not exist any 
longer because it became region- 
al and tribal rather than pan- 
Arab, the influences of this 
school have been deeply en- 
graved In the Iraqi thinking. 
And many say that Saddam and 
Iraq are not fighting this war in 
the name of Ba’ath. Rather, the 
war is seen as an Arab-Muslim 
battle against Western imperial- 
ism, colonialism and hegemony. 

Saddam was greatly influ- 
enced by Aflaq, who remained 
in Iraq until his death in 1989. 
Aflaq concentrated on the Isla- 
mic, historic and heroic dimen- 
sions of fighting colonialism. In 
his writing?, Aflaq wrote about 
having to fight a long, fierce and 
challenging war in order to cre- 
ate new human beings in the 
Arab World. 

In its eight-year war with Iran, 
Iraq was able to not only build a 
tougher and determined people 
but it was the right opportunity 
to build its. strong infrastructure 
and industrial capability. The 
war was apparently one of the 
major factors that had Saddam 
persisted in his position of keep- 
ing Kuwait without bowing 
down to the Western and super- 
power pressure. For Saddam, it 
was a challenge that had to be 
faced to prove the new Arab 
strength, represented by Iraq, 
once and for all, and set a model 
for the Arabs to follow. 

Saddam was influenced by the 
historic Islamic heroes that 
Aflaq constantly referred to in 
fads writings. For the Iraqi presi- 
dent, to fight and die a hero for a 
just cause for the people and 
nation is probably worth a mil- 
lion times more than just being a 
regular president for another 20 
years. 

People who know Saddam 
.well say the Iraqi president 
might like to identify himself 
with Prophet Mohammad’s 
maternal grandson, Al Hussein 
Ibn Ali. This man only had an 
army of 70 in a battle in Karbala 
in Iraq and fought against a huge 
army where he fell. But he is 
remembered as a hero umfl to- 
day, particularly by the Shi'ites 
who flog themselves every year 
in regret for betraying and lead- 
ing him to bis death instead of 
fighting along his side.- 

It is noteworthy that Saddam 
referred to Hussein Ibn Ali in his 
latest interview with CNN’s Pe- 
ter Arnett when the president 
said that the Iraqi-developed 
Scud missiles were named after 
that Arab figure Al Hussein. 

“Western analysts are so 
sensitive about the name of 
these missiles. The name Al 
Hussein reminds them that it 
was our ancestor who fought 
injustice and inequity with just. 
70 men, so how can we, with 18 
million people, not fight injus- 
tice? This adds to their sensitiv- 
ity that 18 million Iraqis will 
certainly be able to fight inde- 
finitely until the right (cause) 
defeats the wrong,” Saddam 
said. 

Although Aflaq worried about 
Saddam's ruthless behaviour and 
objected to h. Aflaq put his last- 
bet on Saddam as being the 
student most likely to be a good 
leader and to absorb his princi- 
ples. Aflaq looked at other Arab 
’leaders and saw that none bat 
Saddam had the faith of one day 
building a powerful state — not 
as a means by Itself — but to 
unite the Arabs and liberate 
Palestine. 

At the end of his life, Aflaq 
completely surrendered to Sad- 
dam's leadership. In one of his 
last speeches, Aflaq said: “Sad- 
dam is God’s gift to Iraq and the 
Iraqi gift to the Arab nation.” 


Weekly Political Pulse 


An international 
order of disorder' 


By Ur. WaHd Sadi 


THE “MW international order" was heraktedwith 
U-S. President Georg. Bosh op . *e 


^dr“fln fra a and Kuwait. There is now a growing fear tfart lbe 
so-called new international order is nothing but a 
disorder. No matter how the Iraqi situation is 

bound to trigger regional and international npplcsthat 
bordering on chaos on the international scene. Onehas got tobe 
tovetoto recognise that the port 

increasing insecurity and instability first m the Golf and MiddleE^ 
regfomand second across the entire world. 

be the first to suffer from the Gulf war and hitherto tradmoiilor 
orthodox inter-Arab relations are projected now to be replaced with 
inter-Arab rivalry of the first order. The weakening of 
mention its destruction, will create a vacuum that wfll be fifl^ t by 
either Iran or Syria. Most likety Iran wffl become the dominant 
power and in due course will pose a continuing threat to Sarah Arabia , 

andtherestofthc Arab Gulf states. In the Middle East theatre^Syrfa J- 

wffl become a regional power alongside Israel. 

The falacy of the much acclaimed new international o rder stems 
from the fact that it is simply an euph e m i sm for Western hegemony 
not only in the Nfiddle East and the Gulf region, but everywhere in 
the world, i aHring & truly international flavour or a broad base 
representing the various cultnre and political p ower houses in the 
world, the new international older becomes an exercise of monopo- 
listic power by one distinct block of Western power. The U.N. systedL 
when it was first conceived was perceived as a pluralistic infrastruc- 
ture where the system of checks and balances will dominate and 
control the dedsfon-malting. What the world has now is anythi ng but 
a pluralistic international security structure. The U-N. Security. 
Corm fil has become just a tool in the hands of Washington, - 
.something that was never imagined to be possible when the fathers of 
the U.N. organisation drafted its charter and distributed powers 
rather equally among the various centres of international power. 

Had Moscow and its allies evolved positively and democratically, 
but stayed powerful and independent, the international situation 
would have been dif fe rent. Instead, the Soviet Union, the main 
counter-balancing force to Washington, just crumbled in the process 
of democratising itself and at the end abdicated power and ckmt over 
the international and regional events and conflicts. Obviously the- 
first to taste the better medicine was Moscow itself which found itsetf 
an of a sudden oat on a limb unable to cope with its domestic affairs 
on the basis of maintaining the unity of the country. 

To rectify ring new alarming situation, the Soviet Union and China 
should regroup c on c ur re n tly with their effort to become more 
democratic and free societies. That means they should go at the 
process of modernisation rather slower to assure their continued 
strength and influence. The other centres of power in die world mon: 
likewise regroup on new basis before they become totally enslaved 
under the new beading of a new international order. Within the UJl.. 
sys t em , die many nations of the w ork! sho uld foresake the UJL 
Security Council as it is presently constituted in favour of the GeneridL : 
Assembly organ. At least there, the smaller countries of the world 
would have a better chance to escape from foe tentacles. of the": 
so-called new international order imposed on foem from above. And'.ji • 
through the General Assembty, the nations of the worid should strive^ r 
to change tile co m position of the Security Council. India, Japan^y : 
Brazil, Mexico, Algeria, Nigeria and other states should also become^ 
permanent features of the CoundL With a wider. representation of 1 
the nations of the wink! in the Security Coun^ti^ikjw jnfexdation- 
al order would enjoy' a more democratic on 

cultural^ economic and jxriiticafph^alisni . ' Hich 'Ajkr only then: the 
new international order in fo£jm»qf the egd%f foe superpower 
confrontation would have a semfthmee of a genuinely sound system 
to govern the weald on democratically arrived decisions free of 
manipulations and arms twisting. 


Respite 


(Continued from page 1) 


knock oqt a refinery in tire north- 
ern Iraqi city of Kiikuk. “They 
missed their target but destroyed 
60 houses.” 

He said 200 Iraqi planes had 
sought refuge in Iran. Western 
officials say 89 aircraft have gone 
to Inin while Tehran says only 16 
planes have flown over the bor- 
der from Iraq. 

Allied aircraft pounded eastern 
Iraq Sunday and a “horrific ex- 
plosion” sent a shock wave which 
jolted border areas of Iran, 
Tehran Radio said. 

It said the explosion “probably 
occurred inZ ui hat iya h or Badran 
in eastern Iraq" early Sunday and 
shook the Meymak region in the 
western Iranian province of Ham. 

“The roar of aircraft over Iraq 
could be heard all night from 
afar,” said the radio. 

The two Iraqi borders towns 
have cx»ne under heavy allied 
bombings in recent days, the 
radio said. 

British planes attacked a erode 
oil pu m pi ng station in western 
Iraq and rendered it inoperable, a 
British military spokesman said. 

Group Captain Niall Irving 
told a daily briefing 16 Tornado 
fighter bombers attacked the 
pumping station. 


Cape Irving also reported that 
there were no signs Sunday of 
s ig nifi cant Iraqi troop mov entt-wt* 
inside Kuwait. 

People arriving in Baghdad 
from Basra, a southern port and 
Iraq’s second-largest dty, said 
there have been daily bombings. 
They said almost every ware- 
house in the city had been 
troyed, mdrafin g those were tons 
of dates had been collected for 
shipment before the U.N. embar- 
go imposed after the Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait 

Before the embargo, Iraq was 
the world’s largest exporter of 


The Basra residents also re-' 
ported that military stations 
where soldiers were bring assem- 
bled to go to Kuwait or other 
areas of deployment also were hit 
in the air attacks. 

There were unconfirmed re- 


ports Sunday that a major irriga- 
tion dam bmlt by die British in 


southern Iraq also was hit 
American peace activist Ram- 
sey Clark arrived in Ba ghdad 
Sunday and met with Foreign 
Minist ry officials. 


Mr. Clark, a former U.S. attor- 
ney general, was expected to 
meet also with President Saddam 
Hussein dozing a visit of several 
days that Mr. Clark described to 
reporters as a “peaceful mis- 
sion.” 

Mr. dark declined to give 
more details. He was accompa- 
nied by a three-member UK. 
delegation that arrived from Am- 
man. 

The U.S. activist visited Bagh- 
dad last year on a similar misston 
during the run-up to foe war: 

A military spokesman on 
Baghdad Radio said Sunday that 
there had been 17 air raids over 
Iraq Saturday night 
The Los Angeles Times said 
Sunday U.S. officials have con- 
cluded that die allied ground 
offensive in the Gulf war can 
begin when half of Iraq's vehicles 
and equipment have been des- 
troyed, winch could be in 10 to 20 
days. 

The newspaper quoted un- 
named Defence Department 
sources as saying the UJS.-led air 
campaign, which has turned to 
the systematic bombing of Iraqi 
forces in Kuwait and southern 
Iraq, had had a “dramatic effect” 
on Iraq’s 545,000 troops and their 
ground weapons. 

A senior Pentagon official was 
quoted as saying that mk« the 
weather or some otto factor 
disrupted the allied air war sche- 
dule, the Iraqi forces would - be 
sufficiently softened up for an 
allied ground assault in 10 to 20 
•days. *v.- 

His estimate, the ' new sp a p er 
said, was the most precise assess- 
ment to date of the level of - 
destruction that U.S. m ili t ar y' ■ 
planners want to inflict on the 
Iraqi fences before commencing 
ground combat. K' •• 

Allied commanders have -held , 
out little hope that Iraqi fo r ces 
will collapse, e liminating the 
need fen- a deadly ground war.' 

B ut they said last week allies’ 
intend to bomb Iraqi ground 
forces so hard that allied casual- 
ties wil] be held to a mmimizm if' 
ground combat is needed. 

g» q Kdd Sunday Qatari forces 
suffered heavy lanes in “there-- 
cent battles in the Gulf region." 

The Iraqi News Agency said ft 
had learned that the bodies at a 
“large number" of Qatari sokfienh 
had been taken to Doha and that : 
the airlift of bodies tothe Gulf- - 
state’s capital cont in ued. *„?•».- 
m It cited repeats as nyrng fort - 
“an atmosphere of fn a tra tiquj 
and failure prevails aiapng offi:: 
cfal circles in Qatar." ’ J- 
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Mesopotamia, 

cauldron of war 

for thousands 
of years 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1991 


By Ed Blanche 

Tbe Associated Press 


NICOSIA, Cyprus — Mesopota- 
mia, the fertile region between 
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers 
that became tbe heart of modem 
Iraq, has been a battleground for 
more than 5,000 years. 

One empire replaced another 
as the fabled land between the 
rivers” was gapped for centuries 
in a seemingly endless cyde of 
conquest and rebellion. 

The fates of civilisations turned 
on the high-tech weapons of their 
day: the chariot, bronz e ax, tbe 
bow and arrow and iron-Maded 
spear. Now, Iraq battles sophisti- 
cated irrigate s and supersonic jets 
carrying laser-guided “smart” 
bombs. 

Mesopotamia was the proving 
ground for arms and tactics that 
dominated warfare for hundreds 
of years. Saddam's rale models 
are its mighty kings, whose vic- 
tories he invokes in dawning their 
mantle. 

The Sumerians, a now-semitic 
race, founded a chain of city- 
states around 3,500 B.C. in what 
is now southern Iraq and united 
abont 1,000 years later to become 
the first regional s up erpo wer . 

They introduced bronze 
weapons and were using chariots 
long before the Egyptians per- 
fected them as the fast-moving 
ancient equivalent of modem 
i armour. 

Sumerian chariots were 
cumbersome, four-wheeled vehi- 
cles drawn by four asses. Their 
top speed probably was about 24 
kilometres an boor and, since no 
one had invented a swiveling 
front axle, they could tom only in 
very wide arcs. 

Chariots were used primarily to 
crunch through columns of infan- 
try, carrying spearmen who stab- 
bed bodes in enemy ranks.*' *' . 
\ Tbe ^iyerians pioDee^-foe . 
phalanx, a right column QfinfHn-, 

' flymen 3 m‘ goSttesr ldfis "who 
advanced, according to ancient 
carvings, in six files of 11 men 
each. 

In about 2,350 B.C , the Sume- 
rians met their match in an enemy 
that had developed a new long- 
range weapon — the bow ami 
arrow, the equivalent in its day of 
“stand-off” missiles that war- 
planes launch miles from their 
targets. 

Archers fighting for the Akka- 
dians, whose empire centred on 
the city of Akkad somewhere 
north of present-day Baghdad, 
neutralised the Sumerian army's 
supremacy. 

Babylon came to dominate the 
region in the 18th century B.C. 
King Hammurabi conquered 
most of Mesopotamia with an 
army of 50,000 men, a huge force 
for the time. It included Chal- 
deans from the desert and Ela- 
mites from that is now 
Khuzestan, Iran's ofl-rich south- 
western province. 


Citizen soldiers made up most 
armies in those days, but Gke 
Saddam with his elite Republican 
Guard, Hammurabi bad a crack 
force of about 1,000 royal guards. 

His army bad cavalry, chariots 
and infen try. The cavalrymen, 
renowned as mounted aiefaers, 
were tbe most effective. 

For much of their ascendancy, 
the Babylonians were threatened 
by the Assyrians from the north, 
whose soldiers wore heavy 
armour. 

In 818 B.C, the Assyrians 
triumphed atDur-PapsukaL Con- 
temporary accounts said the 
Babylonians. Chaldeans and Ela- 
mites lost 13,000 killed and 3,000 
captures. 

* The Assyrians introduced iron 
weapons and heavy iron armour 
that was far more effective than 
tbe padded hides most soldiers 
used for protection. The empire 
was extended to the Medfteira- 


Shahnancscr HI, with 120,000 
men, defeated the Hittites in the 
battle of Qarqar in 853. The 
Assyrians fielded 1,100 chariots 
and 11,000 cavalrymen against 
the Hittites' 700 chariots and 700 
cavalry in a fast-moving forerun- 
ner of today’s tank battles. 

Not until fire battle of Khaiule 
in £90 B.C. did the Assyrians 
finally crush the Babylonians. 
The victors claimed their enemies 
lost 150,000 killed. 

Assyrian power, centred on 
Nineveh in what is now northern 
Iraq, ruled supreme until the 
resurgent Babylonians and their 
allies, tiie medes of what is now 
Iran, sacked Nineveh in 612 B.C. 

Babylon flourished again under 
King Nebuchadnezzar and Iris 
annies destroyed Jerusalem . That; 
.-empire lasted amtiCAo*Feksiaj&' 
sacked BfArytaft jp.the next cep-., 
tury. • 

Eventually, the Assyrians were 
virtually wiped out. So fierce was 
the 'revenge of those they had 
brutally subjugated that most 
traces of tbe Assyrian civilisation 
were destroyed. 

Alexander that Great and his 
Macedonians sacked Babylon in 
331 B.C., then went to India, 
forming a great empire stretching 
from Libya to tbe Punjab. 

He returned to Babylon, plan- 
ning to invade Arabia, bat died of 
Malaria in 323 B.C., at age 32. 
His empire collapsed, tom apart 
by feuding generals. 

After Alexander, tbe Romans 
and the Byzantines tried to move 
in to Mesopotamia, but were held 
at bay by the Sassamds. 

In 637, tbe Arabs triumphed, 
fired by die new religion of Islam. 
They were followed by Tamer- 
lane and his Mongols, the Otto- 
man Tories, and finally the Brit- 
ish. Now, once again, tbe land is 
swept by war. 


The not so secret 
‘secret killers’ 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Moving silently, 
often by night, they are among 
the best-kept secrets of the Gulf 
war. 

Known as “special forces,” the 
small American and British elite 
units are trained to kill with their 
bare hands, a knife or the latest 
sniper's rifle. 

Their reputation for sabotage 
and striking deep behind enemy 
lines is legendary. They can dive 
underwater and parachute to- 
wards their targets. Stealth is tbe 
watchword for these real-life 
Ram bos. 

“They will take risks others 
won’t, they're trained to a higher 
standard than anyone else and 
they are specialists in the precise 
application of military force to 
maximum effect,” said one de- 
fence source with knowledge of 
their operations. 

Getting military authorities to 
talk publicly about tbe activities 
of units like Britain's Special Air 
Service (SAS) or the U.S. navy 
‘'seals” in the Gulf war is virtually 
impossible, although it is known 
they have been deployed in the 
region. 

Another source familiar with 
their operations said they would 
play a key role, slipping behind 
Iraqi lines to knock out command 
centres or missile sites, kill enemy 
commanders or gather intelli- 
gence. 

The source said the reported 
defection of six Iraqi helicopters 
recently, subsequently denied by 
the Pentagon and Saudi author- 
ities, could have been linked to a 
.special forces raid to capture a 
surface-to-air missile from 
Kuwait. 

Four days before war broke 
out, Britain’s Sunday Times 
newspaper said a helicopter raid 
by American and British special 
forces had netted a missile and 
prisoners. 

“There may well have been 
helicopters coming over the bor- 
der into Saudi Arabia with enemy 
prisoners," said the source. 
“Someone may have jumped to 
conclusions that they were Iraqi 
choppers. They may well have 
been special forces coming 

'■ ’“Secret armies’ ’‘have played an.. 
■ important role in' fighting guerril- 
la organisations or in freeing hos- 
tages. Britain's SAS is locked in 
an often bloody undercover war 
with the Irish Republican Army 
which is trying to end British rule 
in Northern Ireland. 

Special forces are in demand 
in wartime, when they reach their 
targets in rubber dinghies, low- 
flying helicopters or through pa- 
rachute drops. 

They try to sow fear and panic 
by disrupting operations in areas 
the enemy thinks safe. 

Apart from the SAS, Britain 
has also sent elements of the 
Special Boat Squadron (SBS), a 
unit drawn from the ranis of the 
Royal Marines, to the Gulf. U.S. 
spedal forces in the region in- 
chide Delta Force, the Green 
Berets and the Navy Seals. 

Although the organisation, 
training and equipment of these 
units vary, they all have much in 
common — not least that their 
members are tougher and fitter 
than most other men under arms. 

Selection courses lasting weeks 
or months test candidates to the 


limit of their physical and mental 
endurance. Failure rates of be- 
tween 50 and SO per cent are 
common for all special forces’ 
applicants, who are already suc- 
cessful professional soldiers. 

Assault courses gruelling 
forced marches carrying heavy 
equipment are followed by sear- 
ching pyscbological examina- 
tions. 

Tbe successful few have to 
learn a wide variety of dangerous 
or highly complex techniques. 
These usually include: 

— Making a parachute landing 
from just 160 metres above the 
ground 

— Diving with special oxygen 
tanks that leave no tell-tale trail 
of bubbles cm the surface 

— Disabling or killing an oppo- 
nent silently, with no weapons. 

— Perfecting special language 
skills for certain areas of the 
world. At least some of the spe- 
cial forces operating in the Golf 
will have members who speak 
Arabic 

— Using and maintaining spe- 
cialised weapons and communica- 
tions eq ui pment, some involving 
satellite technology. 

— Using explosives and other 
sabotage equipment These even 
in dude s mall nuclear weapons, 
known as “backpack nukes.” 

— How to survive 'in enemy 
territory, often for days or weeks 
at a time. Survival skills cover any 
terrain from thick jungle to arctic 
wastes and indude bizarre techni- 
ques like how to cook and eai 
ants, or make soap from wood 
ash and fat 

Unit sizes vary. Members of 
special teams must be skilled 
improvisers and able to operate 
independently. 

“Innate inteligence, physical 
strength agility, stamina and 
standard training are not 
enough,” wrote John Collins, 
U.S. author of a recent book on 
special forces. 

Much of the formal rela- 
tionship between ranks dis- 
appears in these units, whose 
members learn to rely on each 
other totally for survival. 

The weapons they carry de- 
pend on their missions, but usual- 
ly they must be small and light. 
Much favoured is the' small 
.Heckler and Kock sub-. 
‘ machinegun. Supers' rifles cany 
the latest in laser and night sight- 
ing equipment. 

Some of the more exotic equip- 
ment indudes mini-submarines, 
poisons that make death look 
natural and have no known anti- 
dotes, radios that self-destruct 
and armour-pi erdng ammunition 
for ordinary handguns. 

Britain’s SAS — father of all 
modem special forces — was set 
up in 1941 to strike deep behind 
German lines in the North Afri- 
can desert. 

One of its most-decorated 
members. General Sir Peter de la 
BiDiere, is now commanding Brit- 
ish 1 , forces in tbe Gulf. 

Its members usually work in 
teams of four. The last known 
SAS military operation took 
place during the 1982 Falklands 
war, when a unit slipped onto an 
island at night and destroyed 11 
Argentine aircraft parked on a 
runway. 

U.S. special forces, used in the 
Vietnam war, were reorganised 
following the disastrous 1980 
attempt to rescue hostages held in 
Iran by helicopter. 


Engineers, vipers and dustbins hold 
key to tough Iraqi defences!! 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — Watch out for 
“giant vipers" and ‘’flying dust- 
bins” — they may soon be Gulf 
war terms as familiar as the Pat- 
riot and Scud missiles streaking 
through the night sky. 

The oddly-named devices are 
expected to play a major role as 
U.S.-led forces try to push Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait. 

Along with bundles of plastic 
and long sticks, they are pan of 
the resolutely “low-tech arsenals 
that assault engineers will de- 
ploy against prepared Iraqi de- 
fences to clear the way for attacks 
by allied ground forces. 

The engineers must brave huge 
sandbanks, ditches filled with 
burning oil, minefields, barbed 
wire and bunkers to clear a path 
— probably under fire all the 
time. 

“It is very much the sharp end 
of the fighting," said one officer 
with more than 30 years of service 


in Britain's Royal Engineers. 
“Casualty rates are high among 
engineers." 

The obstacles are designed to 
slow the allied advance and chan- 
nel their forces into “killing 
zones" where Iraqi troops and 
guns can concentrate their fire. 

Which is where the giant vipers 
and the flying dustbins come in. 

The first of these is a coiled 
tube filled with explosives, used 
for clearing a path through mine- 
fields. Launched from a truck by 
rockets, it looks like a snake with 
a large head as it uncoils — hence 
the name. 

As it lands on the minefield, it 
detonates, exploding all mines for 
about one yard f metre) on either 
■ side of the tube. 

The “flying dustbin" is basical- 
ly a large high-explosive charge, 
hurled by the 165mm demolition 
gun mounted on one type of 
engineering vehicle. It can be 
used to dear a hole in barbed 
wire, blast an enemy bunker or 
flatten a building. 


Weird 


To The Editor: 


The new world order as envisioned by George Bush seems to be 
riddled with ironies, contradictions, absurdities, half-troths, biases, 
jokes, confusions and more ironies. In fact, George Bush should 
rename it the new world disorder. Allow me to list but a few 
pointers that come to mind, espedally in light of the recent events in 
this part of our planet: 

☆ It is ironic that Jim Baker did not dear the recent joint 
U.S./Soviet declaration with his president. 

* It is pathetic how quick the White House issued an explanation 
(or should I call it apology?) to Israel. 

☆ It is a very clear bias that the U.S. would block a series of 
attempts at issuing U.N. resolutions perceived as critical of Israel, 
while it buildoses through a whole series of resolutions condemning 
Iraq for contravening the same U.N. rules. 

* It is a sick joke to think of “civilised" German and Japan 
scurrying to oil the U.S. killing machine with well over $20 billion in 
less than 3 months, while a grbup of caring entertainers had to bust 
their .... a few years ago in order to raise a paltry $100 million to 
feed millions of starving Africans. 

☆ It is contradictory when one compares the reaction of the U.S. 
Administration to the inhuman treatment and massacres committed 
by Israel against Palestinians (naughty naughty) and the mass 
murder of Iraqi civilians by U.S. carpet bombing of cities. 

It is utterly confusing to attempt to' understand -what the 
alliance really wants to achieve from its .onslaught on Iraq. George 
Bush wants to liberate Kuwait while his pompous pawn John Major 
wants to eradicate the Iraqi might. Will you guys please get your act 
together? 

* It is ironic that Jordan was complimented by Mrs. Iron Pants 
on its U.N. stand on the Falklands issue, while it is being 
sequestered for standing firm on the very same issue, the non- 
admissibility of occupation of another country’s territory by war. 

Claire de ta Plume. 


The following letter was delivered to ambassadors of nations 
participating in the Gulf war. A copy was made available to the 
Jordan Times. 

Peace be upon you. 


For us, as for most of the honest and peace-loving populations of 
this globe, the U.N. came as an embodiment of our dream of world 
peace after two destructive wars. 

The principles upon which the U.N. charter was based, principles 
also emphasised in the international women's decade, were peace, 
development and equality. These principles are deeply rooted in our 
Arab culture and Islamic religion. This is why the women of Jordan, 
have always joined hands with the U.N. in an attempt to realise 
these principles in real practical measures. We believed that this was 


Some of the engineers' work 
can be done from the relative 
safety of armoured vehicles, most 
of them adapted from the hulls of 
main battle tanks. 

These can be fitted with “dozer 
blades” to clear rubble or obsta- 
cles, or with a flail or plough 
system that will detonate mines in 
their path. 

Some can cany bundles of 
wood or plastic that are dropped 
into ditches and allow other vehi- 
cles to cross. Still others carry 
folding bridges on top, that can 
be stretched across wider gaps in 
a matter of minutes. 

There are fully- tracked tractors 
that can “swim" across rivers and 
be used for excavation work or as 
fork-lift trucks. 

Huge armoured recovery vehi- 
cles, with powerful cranes and 
pulleys, can help move damaged 
tanks out of harm’s way. 

To give their crews some cover 
from enemy fire, many of these 
vehicles are fitted with dischar- 


gers that fire smoke grenades in ; 
front. 

But, in the end. the engineers ; 
— or sappers as they are some- 
times called — still have to do 
some of their work on foot, out in 
•tbe open and unprotected. 

They check minefields thor- 
oughly, often using long sticks to 
prod the ground or even the 
blade of a knife to scrape the sand 
away from a mine. They may 
have to clear cunning “booby 
traps” left by enemy forces in 
abandoned built-up areas. 

And they must often improvise 
as they clear the way for the real 
battle to begin. 

One of the best examples com- 
es from the 1973 Egyptian attack 
on Israeli forces at the eastern 
edge of the Suez Canal. 

The Israelis had built a line of 
forts and a huge, continuous ear- 
thwork. posing major problems 
for Cairo's military planners — 
until a young engineer officer had 
a bright idea. 


also the route to achieve our national goals of freedom £ind 
sovereignty which begins by solving the main Arab cause, namely, 
the Palestinian issue. For many decades, and in good faith, we h ave 
constantly found excuses for the delay in implementing your 
resolutions concerning these issues. Now that we have seen how fast 
the U.N. has moved to implement resolutions, not of peace and 
development but of embargo on food and medicine, and of war 
against Iraq, we question the third principle raised by the U.N., that 
of equality among individuals and nations. 

Despite our disappointment in the U.N. stands, we will continue 
to serve the principles of peace, development and equality the way 
our Prophet preached when he said: “Don’t seek your enemies to 
fulfil a desire for killing, but if you have to face them fight as long as 
it takes because heaven lies under the shadow of swords." 

Fight we trill, but we hoped we would never have to find 
aggressors blessed and supported by the U.N. and its Security 
Council, because this means that there is no real securin' in the 
whole world. 

Arab women graduates club, 
Amman, Jordan. 


The following letter was sent to Congress, House of Commons, 
Lords Green Peace, and the Council of Churches. 


We appeal 


“Blessed are the peace makers Tor they shall be called children of 

God.” Mat: 5.9 A- 

For the past ten days, the world has witnessed one of the most 
devastating wars in history take place in the Gulf involving millions 
of people both military and civilian. This onslaught cannot be 
allowed to continue, it must be stopped. 

The land of Iraq is crowded with historic and cultural sites that 
have contributed so much to civilisation from LlR of the Chaldeans 
to Baghdad of the Abbasids. The irreparable destruction of such 
sites (the historic church of Mar-Thoma (St. Thomas), is a sad 
comment on modern man’s repayment of the debt we all owe to 
Mesopotamia. 

Ecologically, the damages cannot be assessed. Casualties from 
tbe longer-term impact of blazing oil-wells and chemical plants, and 
the destruction of living conditions, infrastructure, and resources in 
the Middle East are likely to exceed immediate war-casualties 
Damage and human suffering can neither be reversed by financial 
compensation. 

Green Peace recently released figures showing that there are 
around 400 nuclear warheads deployed on British, French Soviet 
and U.S. ships in the Gulf. As mothers, we are extremely concerned 
that in the event casualties start becoming unacceptable to the 
coalition forces they might resort to the use of nuclear weapons 
against Iraq to end the war. 

We appeal to you and remind you that real victories are those that 
protect human life, not those that result from its destruction or 
emerge from its ashes. 

Jordanian Mothers, 
P.O.Box 8431, 
Amman, Jordan. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AMD 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

WTEL 604676 604696 ^ 

vS>s. P.O.BOX 7806 


Tlie first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
bi Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 

Ahliyyah Gifts School 

T Ma ■ OTT tr> T«"‘ ,J ‘ 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeLSM&M 


I CROWN 
1 CVTTL EST. 

B packing, shipping, 
S forwarding, storage , 
g clearing, door-to-door 
*5 service 

■ Tab <64 0 9 0 , Rue 890052 

■ ' Tbe 22205 BESMCO JO 

1 P.O. BOX 929487 

AMMAN JORDAN ^ 




^ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: SI 8214 . 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m: 

s. 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
them 30 % Sarpmr 

* From mntmrpm- 
mm at 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12.30- &30 pm 

7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Dwarfs 3rd circle 



4 RentS 1 Sale 

. * Many villas and apartments 
j are available for rent and 
1 sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

; j * Also many lots of (and are 
j { available for sale. 

1 For further details, please 
j 1 call 

Abdonn Real 


rel. 810605, 010609, 
_-_Fax: 810520. 


T/tc Regency Poixe Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


RENT 

Saadi Real Estate 

00 ADO 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 

I Rental Dept. 687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! i 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


(Thxtrdo 

vJkL 


fir Amman's 
{/ exclusive gift shop ^ 

J Kalian shoes, leather goods, l 
perfumes, lighters, watches, I 
pens^sDverware, porcelain, I 
crystalware etc. I 


Shmeisani - Grindlays BanlrBldg. 

Tel. 669 457 
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Sabatini beats Navratilova 
to win Pan- Pacific indoor title 


Chelsea shatters Arsenal’s unbeaten league record 


TOKYO (AP) — Argentina's 
Gabriela Sabatini defeated Marti- 
na Navratilova in full sets Sunday 
and won the Pan Pacific Open 
Tennis Tournament. 

Sabatini. seeded fifth, over- 
came erratic serving in the first 
set to overpower third-seeded 
Navratilova 2-6. 6-2. 6-4. 

In the doubles finals. Elizabeth 
Smylie of Australia and Kathy 
Jordan of the United States came 
behind to defeat Americans Mary 
Jo Fernandez and Robin White 
1-6. 6-0. 6-3. 

“It's a wonderful feeling." said 
Sabatini. who had defeated Steffi 
Graf, the world's top-ranked 
female player, in the quarterfin- 
als. 

“I've been playing well here all 
week." she said. 

Still, the Argentinian admitted 
her Sunday performance had its 
uneven spots. 

“I wasn't serving well, so I 
didn’t have a lot of confidence 
there. But I think my return 
today was excellent and my pas- 
sing shots were very good." she 
said. 

Navratilova, coming back from 
a three-month blank after having 
surgery on both knees, breezed 
through the first five games of the 
match as Sabatini struggled to 
adjust her serve. 

But Sabatini. who had seven 
double faults to none for Navrari-‘ 
lova, began the second set with 
an ace and went on to win the 
next three games. 

Though Navratilova broke 
Snbatini's serve in the third set's 
first game, the 34-year-old veter- 
an allowed her own service to be 
broken in the sixth and again in 
the eighth, which she had led 
40-0. 

■'She returned extremely well.'* 
Navratilova said. “But my serve 
doesn't have the pace or spin on it 
that it used to have." 


Navratilova Had won all but 
three of her previous 16 matches 
against Sabatini. who is ranked 
fourth in the world. 

**I came tantalisinalv close 
■ to winning the match, and 
couldn't quite pull it off, she 
said. "But I just came back from 
an operation so I wouldn t make 
any conclusions from this tourna- 
ment." 

Sabatini takes home $70,000 
for the win. 

Navratilova praised her youn- 
ger opponent. “She played better 
and better in the second set. I 
raised my game in the final ser 
but she had good shots and win- 
ners when she needed it." she 
said. 

Svigkerava wins 
Auckland Classic 

AUCKLAND. New Zealand 
( AP) — Eva Sviglerova outlasted 
Andrea Srmadova in a three-set 
final Sunday to win the 510.000 
Nutri-Metics Classic Tennis 
Tournament. 

Svielerova. ranked 89th in the 
world", won the all-Zcechoslovak 
final 6-2. 0-6. 6-1. She had beaten 
no. 2 seeded Argentine Mercedes 
Paz in the semifinals. 

Stmadova. IS. a two-time 
junior Wimbledon champion 
ranked 125th in the world, had 
not dropped a set going in to the 
final but Sviglerova played 
steadier tennis. 

The title was the first for Svig- 
lerova, 19, in her three-year pro- 
fessional career. 

She earned 51S.OOO for her 
victory, while qualifier Stmadova 
collected $8,500. 

Sviglerova improved her re- 
cord against Stmadova to 3-2. 

Both players will also compere 
in the $100,000 Fern leaf Classic, 
which begins Monday in Welling- 
ton. Soviet player Leila Meshki is 
the top seed for that event. 1 



LONDON (R) — Arsenal's 
George Graham never expected 
tds team to remain nnb eat en for 
23 league matches, so when they 
lost Saturday he could grin man- 
age a smile. 

“All good thing * have to end. 
We have had our setbacks before 
and we w31 bounce back again,” 
he said after the English 'League 
leaders lost 2-1 to Chelsea at 
Stamford Bridge. 

A win would have sent Arsenal 
four points dear, albeit briefly, 
but they still stayed top of die 
table, one point ahead of cham- 
pions Liverpool who now have 
two games in band. 

Crystal Palace are third, three 
points off the pace. 

“If someone had told* me be- 
fore the season started that our 
first league defeat would be in 
February, then I would have said 
*thank you very much,”’ the 


Arsenal manager smiled. 

But be was nonetheless dis- 
appointed that it should be 
fellow-Loudoners Chelsea, who 

had triumphed where, other, poss- 
ibly more talented or deserving, 
first division sides had foiled. 

Manchester United are the 
only other team to have beaten 
Arsenal this season, thrashing 
them 6-2 in a League Cop tie, but 
United axe on song whereas 
Chelsea have been uneven of 
late. 

‘There have been other match- 
es ... when we were under the 
cosh and were tacky to survive 
but today we could have got 
something,” Graham said, while 
making no excuses — despite two 
lively F.A Cup matches in four 
days against Leeds. 

But Chelsea manager Bobby 
Campbell, delighted to see his 
dub wiping out the xhemoiy of 


Barcelona battles to draw 
in mudbath at Valencia 


VALENCIA (R) — Spanish 
league leaders Barcelona battled 
to a 2-2 draw away to Valencia in 
a match played in torrential rain 
on a pitch where water sprayed 
freely at even' step. 

The appalling conditions rob- 
bed the match of skill but not of 
excitement as Valencia twice 
took the lead only for Barcelona 
to peg them back eacfh time. 

With players sliding in all direc- 
tions and the ball stopping dead 
unless lifted well off the ground.! 
Barcelona contrived to look 
slightly less comical than Valen- 
cia in the early stages. 

But the mood changed in the 
34th minute when Valencia mid- 
fielder Roberto Fernandez 
-brought down the curtain on a 
ballet scene in the Barcelona 
penalty area by sliding a close 


' range shot past goalkeeper Ando- 

ni Zu bizarret a. 

The league leaders were level 
within five minutes thanks to a 
brilliant solo effort from Danish 
international Michael Laudrup, 
who cut in from the left and 
crashed home a 20-metre, left 
foot drive. 

The home side went ahead 
again in the 50th minute, Bulga- 
rian Luboslav Penev scoring from 
the penalty spot after Eloy Olaya 
was submerged In the area by 
Miguel Soler. 

Barcelona struck back once 
more in the 67th minute when 
19-year-old Antonio Pinilla, who 
had come on seven minutes ear- 
lier for Aitor Beguiristain. spun 
like a top to leave the Valencia 
defence floundering and slotted 
in the equaliser. 


Austrian retains title at 


Gabrielu Sabatini is poised for service action on 1 her way to victory No quick end seen to S. 

Japanese challenger knocks Africa sports sanctions 


World Skiing Championships ou * Argentine boxing champ 

° r “ MAfinYA Tartan f AP\ _ 


SAALBACH-HINTERGLEMM, 
Austria (AP) — Rudolf Nierlicta 
of Austria successfully defended 
his world title in the men’s giant 
slalom Sunday as fixst-nm leader 
Alberto Tomba fell near the top 
of fiie course. 

Urs Kaetin of Switzerland tfofe 
the medal and Johan Wallner of 
Sweden took the bronze in file 
final event of the two-week 
World Alpine Skiing Cham- 
pionships. 

However, an official protest 
was filed against Nieriich by 
several teams because of an appa- 
rent problem unfit his racing suit 
A small seal that is required on all 
racers’ overalls was missing from 
Nierlich’s outfit at file end of the 
first ran. 

The Italian and other teams 
protested, seeking the Austrian’s 
disqualification, but officials 
allowed Nieriich to run in the 
Second heat. 

Officials of file International 
Ski Federation (FIS) were meet- 
ing Sunday afternoon to rale on 
the protest, but the Italians said 
fiiey did not expect Nieriich to be 
disqualified. The Italians' said 
Nieriich may have lost the seal 
during the first ran. 

The seal is used to prove that 
each racer’s suit has been 
approved by FIS. 

“I must lave lost it during the 
race,” Nieriich said. 

But Tomba, whose chances for 
Us first world tide ended when Ik 


fell at the eighth gate, said he was 
bitter that Nieriich was allowed to 
participate in the second heat. 

Tf he were an Italian, be 
would have been disqualified for 
sure;”" said TheTonfspoken Italian. 

Nierijch, who hit a 'gate irear 
fire Bottom of file second ran but 
managed to stay on his skis, had a 
winnin g aggregate time of 2 mi- 
nutes, 29.94 seconds. 

“It went for me, even with the 
mistake I made," said NierHcfa, 

Kaehn’s time was 23029 and 
Wallner finished in 2:30.73. 

Tomba, the reigning Olympic 
champion, had the best time on 
the first run but again holed in his 
quest for a world title. He has 
been the top giant slalom racer in 
the world this year. 

Nierfich’s victory was the fifth 
for Austria at the 10-race cham- 
pionships, and the 11th medal for 
the h ost team. The Swiss finished 
with six medals, while no other 
nation had more than three. 

Tomba had the fastest time on 
the first ran with 1:16.16, a quar- 
ter of a second faster than the 
1:16.73 of Niexirch. Kaelm. who 
was fifth fastest on the first run, 
had the best time of 1:12.70 on 
the second heat. 

Jeremy Nobis, an American 
who had the lOth-best time on the 
first run, had a very fast time at 
the intermediate split on the 
second ran but stumbled near the 
bottom and failed to finish the 
second beat 


MAGOYA, Japan (AP) — 
Japanese challenger Kiyoshi 
Hatanaka stopped Pedro De- 
dma of Argentina in the eighth 
round Sunday and took away his 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
super bantamwieght title. 

Referee Rape Garcia of Mex- 
ico stopped the fight at the end 7 
of tire eighth round after Hata- 
naka floored Detima with a left 
book for the sixth knockdown in 
the scheduled 12-round bout at 
Nagoya Exhibition Hall. 

Decima started strongly, 
knocking down Hatanaka with a 
left and right combination 2:43 
into the first round. 

The 23-year-old Hatanaka, 
however, gained his rhythm and 
the two exchanged blows fierce- 
ly- 

Hatanaka downed Decima 
1:17 into the fourth round with a 
right straight and then floored 
fire champion three more times 
in fire same round — with a left 
hook, a right straight and 




WHAT?)/ I SENT A 
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another left hook. 

The Japanese also knocked a 
groggy Decima down in the 
seventh. 

It was the 26-year-old De- 
rima's first attempted defence of 
the title he took from Paul 
Banke of the United States by a 
knockout last Nov. 5. 

Hatanaka, one of Japan’s two 
world champions, improved his 
record to 22 victories, including 
15 by knockout, against one loss 
and one draw, while Dedma 
dropped to 26-3 with 18 knock-, 
outs. 

Japan's other world champion 
is World Boxing Association 
flyweight Yuldhito “Leopard” 
Tamakuma. 

Boxing commentators said 
Decima had problems with his 
weight. 

Dedma weighed in at 55.2 
kilograms (121.5 pounds) on his 
first try, under the division’s 
55.34-kilogram (122-pound) 
limit. 


WELLINGTON (R) — ‘ New 
Zealand’s cricket chief said Sun- 
day be wanted South Africa to 
return to fire international game 
but was cautious about Austro- • 
Han Prime Minister Bob Hawke’s 
forecast that sporting sanctions 
could end next year. 

“While we would be happy -to' 
see South- Africa bade in interna- 
tional cricket... personally I don’t ' 
imagine that we would rash into- 
anything at fins stage,’’ Peter 
McDermott, chairman, of New 
Zealand Cricket, told Reuters. 

Hawke said Saturday tire Com- 
monwealth so old immediately 
start phasing out sanctions fol- 
lowing President F.W. De Klerk's 
promise to scrap remaining apar- 
theid laws. 

McDermott said New Zealand 
cricket would have to fbDow the 
go vernment fine. “We have to 
abide by tire laws of fire land, so 
that means whatever the govern- 
ment decrees,” be said. 

“We would also obey fire rales 
of the ICC (International Cricket 


Council), which stated recently 
its position concerning South 
Africa hadn’t changed.” 

Prime Minister Jim Bolger, 
who starts a three-day visit to 
Australia Monday, has been 
more cautious than Hawke in 
.reacting to De Klerk's promises, 
made Friday.- ; - 

■>' T hope that these ann oun ced 
measures, when carried into prac- 
tice, will speed fire integ ra tion of 
sporting codes in South Africa so 
normal sporting relations could 
be resumed,” he said in a state- 
ment issued Saturday. “But that 
will depend on the pace of change 
in the republic.” 

South Africa is set to be a 
major issue when Bolger meets 
Hawke Monday for their first' 
face-to-fece talks since he became 
New Zealand leader last Novem- 
ber. 

Meanwhile two leading South 
African sports officials said Sun- 
day their country’s readmission to 
international sport may take 
some tune. 
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NOT WORTH PLAYING 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 

* KJ 10 9832 
9 Void 

C- A Q 8 

* A J 10 

EST EAST 


WEST EAST 

* VoW * 7 

tf 10 9 7 6 3 tf A 1 
0 10 9 7 6 0 K J 

*9873 *54 

SOUTH 

* A Q 6 5 4 
tf Q 4 

0 5 43 

* K Q 6 
The bidding: 

East Sooth West 

1 tf 1 * Pass 


♦ 7 

tf A K J 8 5 2 
0 K J 2 

*542 


Opening lead: Ten of tf 
What's your simplest way to 12 
tricks on this hand after West leads 
a heart? Against understanding op- 
ponents, just claim your slam. If 
not, be careful to avoid the line 
chosen by our declarer. 

North was somewhat surprised to 
bear South overcall the one-heart 
opening bid with one spade. Since 
opener raied to have one of the mi- 
nor-suit kings, North was content 
to boost the contract to six spades 
via the shortest route possible. 

West led the ten of beans, raffed 


in dummy. Declarer drew trumps in 
one round, ruffed (he queen of 
hearts, then completed the strip by 
cashing three rounds of clubs, end- 
ing in hand. Now declarer led a 
diamond, intending to play dum- 
my's eight if West produced a low 
diamond, thereby endplaying East. 
Unfortunately. West had seen this 
position before and inserted the 
nine. Declarer finessed the queen, 
losing to the king, and a diamond 
back left declarer with another loser 
in that suit — down one. 

Had dummy's diamond spot been 
the nine rather than the eight, de- 
clarer’s line would have been fool- 
proof. However, based on East’s 
opening bid, there was a sure-trick 
line available. 

East surely held both the ace and 
king of hearts for his initial action. 
So, after ruffing the opening lead, 
declarer should have drawn the 
trump, cashed out the three club 
tricks ending in hand, and then Jed 
the queen of hearts. When West fol- 
lowed low as expected, instead of 
ruffing, declarer should have dis- 
carded a diamond from the board. , 
That would have left East with the ! 
option of ceding the contract via a 
ruff-staff or by leading into dum- 
my’s major diamond tenacc. 


( X DON'T THINK 
> I CAN TAKE -< 
r MUCH /WORE OF 
iTHlS MONC7TONV 


CHEER URr OARJJN* . 

> - I'M GOING TO 

[ GfVEVOU A SKS ) 

> SURPRISE POR-i 
VOUR BIRTHDAY ) 

*-» TOMORROW 



IT MOVES 




I C0ULDNT SLEEP LAST 
NIGHT WITH ALL THE 
.COYOTES HOWLING.. A 


WHAT I NEED IS 
SOME KIND OF GOOD 
v EARMUFFS... > 


I THINK (OUCH) ID RATHER 

' hear the Couch) coyotes 

HOWL Cow! OUCH!) 




their 4-1 defeat at Highbury last 
Septe m ber, bad oufy one name 

on bis Bps afterward*- 
Graham Stuart, a 20-ywrooW 

former trainee and an ex-ahmmus 
of the Football Association 

school of excellence, was the star 

after scoring in bis debat « a 
striker. His 67th urinate goal 
broke the deadlock and sent 
Ghdsea on their way- 
Before Saturday, Stuart had 
played only as a midfielder but, 
with Scotland’s ■ Gordon Dene 
su s p ended, dc oo cd tnc 

time was ripe to try bnn in attack. 
“Call it an educated goc »» but I 
rtirnlr everyone is in for a treat,” 
he had said. 

The guess proved to be in- 
spired as Stnart positioned him- 
self cipciily to bang in an un- 
answerable dose range header. _ 

“I had to make sure I got in on 

target or the boss would have 
kilted me. Everyone at the dub 
would have killed me,” he said of 

what was only hb third goal in the 

senior team. 

England international Kerry 
Dixon tapped home an easy goal 
two m in u t e s from time when Da- 
mian Matthew wrong-footed 
Arsenal goalkeeper David Seas- 
irtMti and put in fire cross. Alan 
Smith scored a consolation goal 


for Arsenal in tire final seconds. 

Crystal Palace, knocked out of 
the F.A, Cup, by No t ti n gh a m 
Forest Monday, returned to the 
dub for their fourth meeting in 
three weeks and exa c ted tboir 
l e v c agc with a 1-0 win. 

But it was stiO a dose ran 
match, with defender Eric Young 
only heading in fire goal with fow 

Meanwhile, at the bottom of 
the divisio n, a flurry of gods 
handed struggling Sheffield Un- 
ited a result filar even their most 
ardent fens’ would previously 
have considered improbable. 

United scored four in the first 
29 nrinntes to beat Southampton 
4-1 and, with Derby losing 3-2 at 
Aston Villa, moved off flre bot- 
tom of the table for the fir st time 
tins season. 

In Scotland, leaders Rang e r s 
had their match at St Jo hn stone 
postponed, while secosd-pfeeed 
Aberdeen dosed the gap to five 
pants with a 5-0 thrashing at 
home against Hearts. 

Hearts were a goal down in the 
first ipjn»T** and suffered another 
Mow three mhmtcs later when 
the Scotland international striker 
John Robertson went off with a 
barfly art forehead which nee ded 

six stitches. 




HARRIS 

l-lfc 



“Yes, Mother, I’m having square 
meal. Well, it came in a 
square box! n _ : 


THAT* SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• jjiky Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 



Unscramble than tour Jumbles, 
one Mtarto each square, to form 
four ordinary words- 



shoit 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer to 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: CARGO WHEH. BYWORD HAZARD 

Answer How the miser accumulated aD that money— 
THE ‘'HOARD' WAY 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Hank Harrington 


' ACROSS 
1 It dish 
6 Con game 
10 Before bat or 
pfwbia 

14 Complete. 

15 Jason's ship 

16 Chunk 

17 Horaeplayer's 
concern? 

19 Prong 

20 Clothes Mn 

21 Windflowers 

23 Nav. off. 

24 Fib 

25 — whiz! 

26 Ledger entry 

29 Vehicle 

30 Wrestler's 
need 

32 Scrooge word 

33 Auricle 

34 irritate 
37 Pitcher 
39 Dutch — 

41 Calabria cash 

42 Afr. fly 

44 viral disease 

45 Drink 
48 Favorite 
47 Grassland 

46 Some plums 
SO Unknown chap 
52 Inter — 

54 Mo. . 

55 Haughty 

57 Sports places 

61 Cervine . 
creature 

62 Cranky 
campaigner? 

64 Dill herb 

65 Antitoxins 

66 Gravelly ridge 

67 Cleans 

68 Butterine 

69 Very small 

DOWN 

1 Promote as a 
product 

2 — boy! 

3 Pipe part 

4 Reservation 
sight var. 

5 Zealous 

6 Drain 




flan anaal 
am an53 


!■»■■■ mum 

i mi aaa ■ 


»"iiiS a iS aaa 

■■"SSjiSShb 

!■■ mm "■■■SI 


Tribune Madia Sarvteam, me. 
M Rights RmnM 


7 Dracula’s 
teeth for 
instance? 

8 US rockets 

9 Pose 

10 Concerning 

11 Leech? 

12 Saras wearer 

13 Corpulent 
18 Near grads 
22 Note 

26 Assist 

27 Rip and hack 

28 StaMng 
wolf? 

29 Ingot * 

31 Ocean: abbr. 

33 Fr. summer 

34 Heat letters 

35 Indian 

36 Chats 
38 Hwy. 

40 Pie — mode 
43 Kind of party 

47 Door part* 

48 OmamenlaJ 
collar 


» Panto Salved: 


nnnn nnnn F 
nnnn nnnn" nr 

nnri nnnn n fJnnr 
nnn nnnn rif 
S5HH nn nnmnnr 
^nnn_nnnn r 

nrnKH 

HIT nHHn n 


49 Opposed 

50 Term of 
address 

51 “There — 
atheists-. 1 * 

53 Running 
noose 

54 Snooze 


. 56 Scraps ‘ 

58 Powerful - 
*• weapon 

59 Congregation 

word 

60 Agile . . 

63 Chin. 

name 


r 
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Gulf war empties 
Rome of tourists 


ROME (R) — The taxis tell the 
story. 

In a city where finding one is 
often a combination of strategy 
and luck, they now languish emp- 
ty in yellow clusters in front of 
hotels, restaurants and monu- 
ments. 

"I can’t remember a time this 
bad in the 23 years I’ve been 
driving a taxi,” said Goffredo 
Parbuoni as he waited in vain 
with four other colleagues for a 
passenger just a few steps from 
the Trevi Fountain, usually a 
tourist magnet. 

“At night, it’s as if there’s a 
curfew. There's hardly anyone in 
the hotels and everybody’s afraid 
of going out.” 

The Gulf war, combined with 
the off season, has virtually 
emptied Rome of tourists. But 
Romans are in no mood to take 
advantage of the new-found 
emptiness. 

Fearing a terrorist ■ attack in 
reprisal for Italy’s role in the anti- 
Iraq alliance. Romans are staying 
close to home. 

Throughout the city, res- 
taurants. shops, cinemas and dis- 
cotheques are reporting one of 
their worst seasons ever. 

Hotel occupancy rates are off 
by as much as 50 per cent. 

A special parking lane for tour- 
ist coaches near the Roman 
Forum and the Colosseum was 
empty last week. 

Many school carnival season 
parties and outings to museums 
have been cancelled. Police guard 
foreign schools and. at some, 
children have been told not to 
wear uniforms. 

* “People feel gloomy and afraid 
about what is going on and this 
has affected their way of life.” 
said Maria Ferrari, a Rome office 
worker. 

“We Italians have lived 
through war and we have lived 
through terrorism. We know both 
and that is perhaps why the mood 
’of the city is so glum,” she said. 

Many Romans like her have 
rented more videos to watch at 
home so their children won’t have 
to go to the movies. At smart 
dubs, receptions have been can- 


celled. “People are just afraid of 
congregating.” said the head wai- 
ter at one of them. ’■ 

In the 1970s and 1980s Italy 
was the scene of numerous 
attacks by Italian and Middle 
Eastern guerrillas. 

Italians and foreigners are still 
haunted by the Dec. 27. 1985 
Palestinian attack at Rome air- 
port which killed 16' people. 

Since the Gulf war erupted on 
Jan. 17, Italian police and milit- 
ary have been on alert for guerril- 
la activity. High-profile security is 
visible throughout the capital. 

Near the Spanish steps a grey 
armoured personnel vehicle and 
policemen with machine-guns 
protect the American Express 
office. 

Their equally well-armed col- 
leagues patrol the Via Veneto 
area where the U.S. embassy and 
major airline offices are located. 
Police cars are parked in front of 
hotels. 

“Apart from those who work 
here, no one is coming to the 
centre to shop during the day and 
the place is dead after 8 p.m. No 
one is coming in to eat.”’ said 
Gonado Lunerti. who runs a 
women's boutique on the Chic 
Via Frartina. 

He said his business was off by 
70 per cent since the stan of the 
war. despite the traditional Janu- 
ary sales period. 

The Italian Travel Agents’ 
Federation has approached the 
government for help, saying mas- 
sive layoffs are inevitable "if the 
drop in bookings continues. 

Car hire firms report business 
is off by 80 per cent. 

“The Americans have virtually 
disappeared from Rome and the 
Europeans are not far behind. 
There are only a few Japanese 
left.” said an official of the 
National Hoteliers Association. 

Things are no better at other 
favourite tourist haunts. 

In Venice, where fears of 
guerrilla attack led the town 
council to cancel this year’s car- 
nival. the first thing travellers see 
on landing at the airport is a 
machineeun post protected by 
sandbags. 


De Klerk seeks economic 
growth to match reform 

jCAPE XO South Afri- : . 

fca is already reaping economic * .• ue Klerk urged busing 
Vewardsforte'pdWttCal reforrfBrdf-. and workers to 
the past year. President F.W. de 
Klerk has said. 

“We have succeeded in break- 
ing out of the dead end of isola- 
tion,” he noted. 

“The anti-South African indus- 
try is facing insolvency. Sanctions 
are withering away. Of special 
importance has been our new 
access, in eastern Europe and 
elsewhere, to markets long closed 
to our exports as well as our 
readmission to capital markets in 


! 

ustnessmen. 

perate in eco-’ 
nomic restructuring to improve 
the lot of blacks. 

“Economic growth and consti- 
tutional reform have to be 
mutually reinforcing. There is 
room for debate on economic 
structures, but not on the necessi- 
ty for effective macro-economic 
management,” he said. 

• 

He cautioned that new sources 
of finance had to be developed to 
meet the social bills of reform. 
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Central Bank offlrial rates 


U.S. dofiar 
Pound Sterling 
D ca ttc h cmufc 
Sirin franc 
Read) franc 


Has ScB 

664.0 668.0 
1311.4 1319-3 
452-2 454.9 
530-3 533.5 
132.9 133.7 


Japanese yea (for 100) 504.6 507.6 
Dutch guilder 40L5 403.9 

Swctfidi atm 120.7 121.4 

Italian Gra (for 100) 60.1 60.5 

Belgian franc (for 10) 220.2 221 J 


Israel stops 
sale of third 
largest bank 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israel sus- 
pended talks about the sale of its 
third largest bank Saturday, two 
days after the central bank urged 
the government not to sell it to its 
ousted owner who faces trial in a 
shares scandal. 

The treasury said Finance 
Minister Yitzhak Modai ordered 
an indefinite postponement of 
negotiations with investors 
* headed by Raphael Recanati for 
the state-owned IDB Bankhold- 
ing Corp. 

The only other bidder for IDB 
was disqualified. 

Bank of Israel Governor 
Michael Bruno said Thursday it 
was not “suitable” to let Recanati 
repurchase IDB, a banking group 
built around Israel Discount 
Bank. 

The central bank must approve 
any bank sale. 

Recanati and 16 other senior 
Israeli bankers were indicted last 
month for fraud. They are ac- 
cused of manipulating their own 
bank share prices in the early 
1980s, causing them to rise above 
their real value. 

Share prices collapsed in 1983. 
forcing the government to step in 
and buy them for more than 53.5 
billion. 

Recanati was stripped of con- 
trol of IDB after a 1986 commis- 
sion of inquiry. But his family still 
owns nearly 13 per cent of the 
.group, which has assets worth S15 
billion. 

If convicted. Recanati would 
be blocked from regaining con- 
trol of IDB because Israeli law 
bans anyone convicted of related 
felonies from owning more than 
10 per cent in any bank. 

IDB is the first of four Israeli 
banks due for sale in a privatisa- 
tion programme to finance a mass 
influx of Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants and reduce foreign debt. 

National Bank 
of Bahrain 
raises profit 
by 12 per cent 

BAHRAIN (R) — National 
Bank pf Bahrain (NfiB) island’s 
largest commercial . bjink. said 
Sunday ,jfs. ; net J?roJ§Kii^990 rose 
to nine million dinars ($24 mil- 
lion) from 8.1 million dinars (S21 
million) the previous year. 

Operating income before pro- 
visions for bad debts fell slightly 
to 13.9 million dinars ($36.9 mil- 
lion) last year from 14 million 
dinars ($37 million) in 1989. the 
bank said in a statement. 

Total assets dropped sharply to 
605.8 million dinars ($1.6 billion) 
ar the end of 1990 from 660.6 
million ($1.75 billion) at the end 
of 1989. 

Customer deposits fell to 446 
million dinars ($1,183 billion) 
from 466 million dinars (SI. 24 
billion). 

NBB Chairman Ahmad Ali 
Kanoo said the fall in the custom- 
ers’ deposits was marginal when 
compared with the capital flight 
from the Gulf after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August. 


Iran approves 
$307b budget 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian legisla- 
tors have approved a budget 63 
per cent higher than the current 
planned level based on about $20 
billion of oil revenue and $4.8 
billion of foreign credit for the 
year starting March 21. 

Tehran radio said the bill, set- 
ting the general budget at 20.08 
trillion riyals — equivalent to 
$307 billion at the official rate of 
65.5 riyals per dollar — became 
law after receiving final approval 
by the overseeing Guardian 
Council. 

The overall figure is 63 per cent 
higher than the current year’s 
planned level but some of the 
increase is due to a government 
decision last month to sell foreign 
exchange to businessmen at rates 
of up to 20 times the official 
parity. 

The general budget is com- 
posed of two parts: About 60 per 
cent of it is the budget of state- 
owned companies which the gov- 
ernment says will gradually be 
sold off, and the rest is the 
government budget. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said the government 
budget in the final version stood 
at 8.64 trillion riyals — 54 per 
cent over the current year’s figure 
— for a deficit of 1.34 trillion 
riyals. 

Some deputies criticised the 
budget, revised upwards twice in 
parliament, as unrealistic, infla- 
tionary and out of step with a 
five-year plan adopted only a 
year ago. 

They said the oil revenue 
target, which the government 
says is based on a price $18.4 a 
barrel, cannot be met in the 
cu r rent oQ market, which Is tied 
to the Gulf war. 

President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said Iran planned to 
increase its oO output by 410,000 
barrels per day (b/d) over the 
next year, enabling it to have 2.43 
million b/d for export compared 
for 1.98 million b/d in the cur- 
rent year. 

“In ideal conditions maybe we 
will earn $16 billion from selling 
ofl,” said deputy H ossein Hos- 


seini Shahroodi. 

Another deputy said the selling 
of foreign exchange at higher 
rates was a fig leaf to cover the 
deficit and only fuelled inflation. 

The policy, a key plank of 
Rafsanjani’s plan for recovery 
after Iran’s devastating war with 
Iraq, aims to generate 2.3 trillion 
riyals — more than a quarter of 
government revenue in the com- 
ing year. 

Iran’s planning chief, Massond 
Roghani Zanjani, defended the 
policy in parliament, saying mar- 
ket realities dictated the price of 
hard currency. “The price of the 
national currency cannot be set 
administrative or political mea- 
sures.” be said. 

Parliament excluded con-oil 
exports, which are mostly from 
the private sector and have been 
running at about a billion dollars 
in recent years, from die govern- 
ment budget. 

The budget bill, in line with die 
five-year plan, allows the use of 
$4.8 billion of foreign credit tied 
to a few dozen specific projects 
including textiles, edible oils and 
sugar, fibreglass and concerts 
pipes and motor oil additives. 

The credits should be repaid by 
March 1995. 

The government will spend 
$2.7 billion on importing wheat, 
meat, rice, tea, fodder and che- 
mical fertilisers, slightly more 
than the current year’s projected 
level. 

Among other foreign exchange 
allocations in the budget are: 
$300 million for reconstruction of 
areas devastated by last Jane’s 
earthquake, $50 million for hos- 
pital equipment, $70 million to 
boost meat and dairy industries, 
asnd $670 milli on for electricity 
generation. 

Deputies criticised the govern- 
ment for failing to meet tax re- 
venue targets, but raised next 
year’s level by about half to 332 
trillion riyals. But they authorised 
the government to beef up its 
taxation effort by five billion 
riyals and 2,500 additional tax 
collectors. 


News Corporation 
escapes insolvency 


SYDNEY (R* 4— Media baron 
Rupert -Murdoch’s -New$ _ Cor- 
poration has announced g long- 
awaited agreement with its bank- 
ers to reschedule $7.6 billion of 
debt. 

News Corporation, which last 
month said it faced insolvency if 
the debt package was not com- 
pleted. has also secured a fresh 
cash injection of $600 million. 

“These arrangements repre- 
sent a major strengthening of the 
company's financial condition.” 
News Corporation chief execu- 
tive Murdoch said in a statement. 

Under the terms of the deal. 
News Corporation has been given 
one year to cut its debt by $800 
million and by a further $400 
million every six months after- 
wards. 

“Reductions will be sourced 
from a mixture of asset sales, 
equity and earnings.” the com- 
pany said. 

At a financing meeting in 
November, Murdoch was quoted 
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as saying: “We’re in- the -media 
business, what we don't need we 
don’t have to keep.” 

Analysis believe News Cor- 
poration has a collection of 
sacred assets, including the Au- 
stralian newspaper, the British 
group’s newspapers. Harpercol- 
lins Publishing. Twentieth Cen- 
tury Fox Films. Fox Television 
and the merged satellite televi- 
sion network B-Sky-B. 

Everything else is probably for 
sale at a price. 

“Heavy capital expenditure in 
all our newspaper and expansion 
of our television and film activi- 
ties last year coincided with an 
extreme tightening of the credit 
markets, causing a liquidity 
crunch." said Murdoch, whose 
family interest control 43 per cent 
of News Corporation. 

“We appreciate the commit- 
ment shown by our lenders. We 
are now able to concentrate on 
managing and developing all our 
businesses.” 

In January. Moody's Investors 
Service downgraded $1.7 billion 
of News Corporation debt, saying 
although a successful debt res- 
tructure would ease its liquidity 
problems, the terms of the deal 
would erode investor protection 
measures. 


Bush sends Congress 
$1.4 trillion budget today 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President George Bush will pre- 
sent a $1.4 trillion budget propos- 
al to Congress Monday, with war, 
recession and a new budget law 
the main influences on the docu- 
ment. ’ 

The budget for the 1992 fiscal 
year, starting Oct. 1, is not ex- 
pected to contain any initiatives 
to lift the economy out of reces- 
sion bat to focus ins tead on long- 
term economic growth. 

It will grapple with major un- 
certainties including the question 
of bow much the Gulf war will 
cost. 

“There’s no way to tell reliably 
at this point,” White House 
Budget Director Richard Dar-. 
man told CBS television last 
week. 

He said the budget merely in- 
cluded a $15 billion place-holder 
until the true cost of the cam- 
paign to drive Iraq out of 
Kuwait is known. 

Darman ruled out new taxes to 
pay for the war, meaning any 
costs to die United States will 
increase the deficit. He said the 
deficit will be $318 billion for 
fiscal 1991 and $281 billion for 
fiscal 1992. 


The size of the deficit will he 
influenced by the length and 
depth of the recession, which was 
already biting bard before the 
Gulf crisis began. 

Administration officials have 
predicted that the economy will 
turn around by mid-year. But 
that may prove optimistic if the 
war drags on. 

“If you get (a war) beyond 
three months you begin to risk 
consumer confidence erosion 
and that wonld abort any 
meaningful recovery,” Federal 
Reserve (central bank) Board 
Chairman Alan Greenspan said 
in a New York Times interview 
last week. 

The non-partisan Congression- 
al Budget Office predicts the 
recession, sparked by excessive 
public and commercial borrowing 
that led to a partial collapse of the 
U.S. banking system, trill end in 
the next few mouths. 

It projects no economic growth 
at all this calendar year but sees 
the economy expanding 3.3 per 
cent in calendar 1992. 

It paints a similar picture for 
unemployment, projecting a 
jump to 6.8 per cent this year and 
a 0.4 percentage point drop in 


1992. The jobless rate for January 
rose to 6.2 per cent, up from 6.1 
per cent in December. 

The Congressional Budget 
Office estimates that the costs of 
bailing out failed savings banks 
and covering other recession’ 
costs will jump to 5103 billion for 
fiscal 1991 and $98 bilHon for 
fiscal 1992. 

Bush is constrained by the 
spending limits set by a deficit 
reduction law which seeks to cut 
the deficit by $482 billion over 
five years. 

The 1992 defence budget will 
be limited to approximately $291 ' 
billion. The costs of Operation 
Desert 1 Storm in the Gulf are, 
however, being covered separate- 
ly. 

International programmes will 
be limited to about $19 billion 
and domestic programmes to 
around $208 billion. 

Some proposed tax cuts 
shelved last year are expected to 
be revived in the new budget. In 
his State of the Union address last 
week Bush said he planned to 
include a reduction in taxes on 
capital gains from the sale of 
long-term assets. 


Singapore tops world 
as busiest container port 


SINGAPORE (AP) — Singapore 
became the world’s busiest con- 
tainer port last year and also 
retained its position as the 
world’s busiest harbour in tenns 
of shipping tonnage. 

Almost 45,000 ships, account- 
ing for 484 million gross reg- 
istered tonnes, called at this mari- 
time crossroads in 1990, accord- 
ing to Port of Singapore Author- 
ity (PSA J figures. 

“This is equivalent to every 
ship in the world tonnage-wise 
calling at Singapore once, as 
there are only 424 million (gross 
registered tonnes) of ships reg- 
istered worldwide,” said Com- 
munications Minister Yeo Ning 
Hong. 

A vessel arrives or leaves every 
seven minutes and about 600 are 
in port at any one time, officials 


said. 

The city-state has topped Rot- 
terdam in tonnage since 1986 
because — cargo requirements 
aside — thousands of ships call 
for competitively priced bunker 
fuel and repairs at four major 
yards. 

Singapore outpaced Hong 
Kong in terms of containers for 
the first time by handling 5.22 
million 20-foot equivalent units, 
or TEUS. The PSA said this was 
an increase of 20 per cent on the 
4.36 million TEUS in 19S9. 

The British colony handled 51 
million TEUS in 1990 and 4.46 
million the previous year, a 
spokesman for Hong Kong's 
Marine Dept, said Tuesday. 

Hong Kong was the world's 
busiest container port in terms of 
volume for the previous three 

; ■ . '. • 


years. It is the principal port for 
good bound to and from southern 
China. 

Both Hong Kong and Singa- 
pore are free ports. Singapore 
levies no import or export duties 
except on fuel, tobacco and a few 
other items. Foreign exchange 
controls are almost nonexistent, 
as are controls on the flow of 
capita] and goods. 

Yeo said Singapore recorded 
188 million tonnes in total oil and 
non-oil cargo through last year, 
an eight per cent increase on 
1989. 

Singapore is also the world’s 
third-largest refining centre, after 
Houston and Rotterdam. Its five- 
refineries have a crude oil capac- 
ity of more than one million 
harries per day. 

-at,*- • -.i 


Retailers and local authorities ; 
ignore Brazil’s anti- inflation plan 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Many 
Brazilian retailers and some heal 
governments are ignoring federal 
wage and price freeze to cool 
inflation and had marked np 
prices less than 48 horns after 
after the pian was announced. 

Confused consumers stayed 
away from stores as they pored 
over newspapers in an attempt to 
decipher doe new measures im- 
posed late Thursday by the gov- 
ernment of President Fernando 
CoUor de Mello. Banks also were 


ordered dosed Friday and are to 
reopen Monday. 

Although prices were to be 
fixed at Jan. 30 levels, by Satur- 
day many goods were already - 
marked up. Some storeownerc 
found other ways to get around 
the price freeze mandated under 
the so-called CoUor Plan 0. 

Even the Rio and Sao Paulo 
city governments announced fore 
increases of up to 40 per cent for 
public transportation,- sparking 
criticism from Economy Minister 


Modern Fashion Design. 

Located 2nd Circle, 

looking for a highly qualified dressmaker with 
long experience in cocktail, evening and 
wedding dresses. 

PLEASE CONTACT : 659193. 


Advertisement Concerning 
Tender No.1/91 - Jordanian - Syrian 
Land Transport Co. 

Jordanian — Syrian Land Transport Co. announces extension of closing 
date of tender No. 1/91 to supply spare parts for its trucks to be at 2.30 
p.m. on Wednesday Feb. 20th, 1991 instead of Feb 6th, 1991 due to 
addition qf certain conditions. 

Firms that purchased a copy of above tender are kindly requested to 
contact Josyco offices to obtain a copy of the supplement. 

Hlsham Asfour 
Chairman / General Manager 


Zelia Cardoso de Mello. She 
threatened to take the matter to 
court 

CoUor de Mello’s first anti- 
inflation plan, unveiled in March 
1990, faded to control inflation 
despite freezing most of the coun- 
try’s wealth. Inflation in January 
was 20 per cent and is expected to 
dimb to 23 per cent in February. 

The new measures also elinrin; 
ated daily and monthly treasury 
bond indicators commonly used 
as a means of indexing prices to 
inflation, ended speculative shor- 
tens money market accounts and 
raised fuel, electricity and tele;' 

‘ phone foes by 46 to 60 per cent! 

In television and newspaper 
interviews, Cardoso said interest 
paid on bank accounts would be 
set by a market-established rate 
similar to the prime rate charged 
by U.S. banks. But few under- 
stand bow this will work. 

St ore owners, confused over 
how interest rates will be set, 
have stopped accepting credit' 
cards. 

There were many reports of 
-retailers ignoring the price freeze. 
The Jamal do Brasil newspaper 
said that in one Rio store a . 
television that had sold for slight- 
ly less than 100,000 cruzeiros , 
($426) on Jan. '30 was priced at 
nearly 128,000 Friday. 

- A survey conducted by the 
Datafolha polling agency in Rio 
, and Sao Paulo found that 52 per 
cent of those polled believe they 
i will be worse off because of the . 
plan and 49 pier cent believe ' 
inflation will rise. 

CoUor appealed to B razilians . 
Saturday to help his government 
’carry out a wage and price freeze . 
announced Thursday. 


FOR RENT 

Modern Famished Apartments 

Studio - one bedroom and two bedrooms. Central heating 
and telephones. 

Location; Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circle. 

Owner Tel: 641443 - 642351 


WANTED 

APARTMENT TO RENT 

2-3 bedrooms In Abdoun, furnished to suit single European. 

Must have large reception area. 

Long lease preferred in modem, well appointed building. 

Contact telephone number 818351. 


:ThE 
1TUTE 
AMMAN 



ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Goethe - Institute Amman 

Regrets to announce that the lecture 

4 ‘ Architecture- Athematic Approach” 

Scheduled on Tuesday, February 5, 1991 , 7:00 p.m. 
is postponed. 

Instead, and on the same date and time we well 
show short documentaries about architecture and 
architectural environment. 


iir 
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De Klerk begins media campaign 
to sell South African reforms 


CAFE TOWN (R) — President 
F.W. De Klerk placed full-page 
advertisements in newspapers 
Sunday urging blacks and whites 
to “listen to the dreams of 
others” and build a united post- 
apartheid South Africa. 

The advertisments showed a 
soaring dove of peace and the 
slogan: “Politicians can work out 
a new South Africa, but they 
can't make it work — only yon 
can do that.” 

The message suggested De 
Klerk’s year-long dismantling of 
the 42-year-old apartheid system 
was complete and die time had 
come to decide on the type of 
democracy to replace it. 

“For years and years we’ve 
agonised and argued about what 
divides us. But now it’s time to 
think about the things th at unite 
us,” the message ran. 

De Klerk won international 
acclaim Friday by announcing 
plans to repeal remaining laws 
upholding the system that denies 
majority blacks the vote and reg- 
ulates daily life according to skin 
colour. 


But his plans to scrap segrega- 
tion of housing and land own- 
ership and abandon the classifica- 
tion of people by race outraged 
white rightists and won only a 
cautious welcome from Nelson 
Mandela's African National Con- 
gress (ANC), the main anti- 
apartheid group, which said 
blacks remained voteless. 

The ANC noted De Klerk’s 
speech to parliament made no 
mention about speeding up the 
release of 3,000 political prison- 
ers or the return of up to 30,000 
political exiles. 

Mandela has said he wSl con- 
sider suspending his reform talks 
with De Klerk unless the exiles 
and prisoners are home and 
dranconian security laws scrap- 
ped by April 1. 

The government is due this 
week to give more details of its 
legislative programme and unveil 
the extent of the pro-reform 
media caxnpgain it plans to launch 
around the country. 

“You want justice for yonsetf. 
Yon want peace around yon. You 
want prosperity for yooself and 


newspaper 


your family,’' the 
advertisement ran. 

“Now is the rime to speak oat 
load and dear about these 
d reams that unite os — and more 
importantly to listen to the 
dreams of others.” 

Newspapers said De Klerk’s 
latest reforms rang the death 
knell for punitive anti -apartheid 
economic sanctions and boycotts 
on access to world sport, arts and 
science. 

“The battle against apartheid is 
over. The greater battle for a 
democratic South Africa has be- 
gan.” said the Johannesburg Sun- 
day Times. 

“(De Klerk) and his govern- 
ment have come to terms with 
apartheid's demise and are pre- 
pared for foe challenge of con- 
structing a new democratic 
order.” said foe Cape Town 
Aigus. 

De Klexk and Mandela envis- 
age widening their reform talks to 
include other major black and 
white organisations no thrash out 
how to organise frill negotiations 
on a new constitution. 


De Klerk wants a constitution 
drafted in private round-table 

talks among all parites. The ANC 
and radical black groups dis- 
agree, saying it should be done by 
a popularly-elected constituent 
assembly. 

Meanwhile right-wing whites 
opposing new political reforms 
said openly that South Africa’s 
racial division should be ■streng- 
thened. not weakened. 


Winnie 

Mandela 

goes on 
trial today 


Salvador rebels return 
missiles to Nicaragua 


Without apartheid whites 
wo old be- swamped by blacks, 
who outnumber whites by five-to- 
one, they said. 

Right-wing leader Andries 
Treunricfat said De Klerk had 
abandoned whites to a future of 
black domination by planning to 
give blades social and political 
tights. 


Treuraicfat and colleagues in 
his opposition Conservative Party 
(CP) stormed out of parliament 
in disgust Friday when De Klerk 
announced plans to scrap seg- 
regation of housing and land 
ownership and classifi cation of 
foe population by race. 


Vietnam willing to support France, 
Indonesia on Cambodia peace plan 


BANGKOK ( AP) — Vietnam 
said it is willing to back the efforts 
of France and Indonesia Jto over- 
come obstacles to the adoption 
ot a draft peace plan for Cambo- 
dia, according to a joint state- 
ment Sunday. 

The text of the statement, 
issued after two days of talks in 
Hanoi between senior Viet- 
namese. Indonesian, French and 
United Nations officials, was seen 
in Bangkok Sunday. The state- 
ment was broadcast on Viet- 
namese state radio Saturday. 

Attending the talks were In- 
donesian Foreign Minister AH 
AJatas. French Deputy Foreign 
Minister Edwige A vice, and U.N. 
Deputy Undersecretary General 
Rafeeuddin Ahmad. 

The French and Indonesian 
ministers, who co-chair the Paris 
international conference on Cam- 
bodia. have been trying to get the 
country's warring factions to 
agree to a draft peace agreement 
formulated by the U.N. Security 
Council. ’a* 

They held talks with Viet- 
namese Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Co Thach Friday and Saturday 
and also met President Vo Chi 
Cong and Communist Party chief 
Nguyen Van Linh, the communi- 


que said. 

The peace plan was discussed 
“intensively and extensively.” it 
said. 

Vietnam welcomed foe visiting 
envoys' explanations of the draft, 
“and asserted its readiness to 
support the efforts of the two 
co-chairmen to settle the out- 
standing problems.” it said. 

Vietnam . invaded Cambodia 
in Sate 1978 and replaced the 
brutal Khmer Rouge government 
of Pol Pot with another Commun- 
ist government, now headed by 
Premier Hun Sen. The Khmer 
Rouge now is foe strongest part 
of a three-faction guerrilla coali- 
tion fighting Hun Sen's govern- 
ment. 

The U.N. draft calls for foe 
disarming of the factions and a 
major U.N. involvement in Cam-- 
bodia's administration before 
national elections. 

The guerrillas frilly support the 
plan, but Hun Sen’s government 
has said publicly it opposes some 
key elements Vietnam has back- 
ed foe government's position. 

■ In - Bangkok Wednesday, Ala- 
tas said Hun Sen differed with 
some points of foe draft but had 
not rejected it. Some of Hun 
Sen’s misgivings resulted from a 


misinterpretation of foe text, he 
said. 

A report on Phnom Penh's 
official radio Saturday welcomed 
the discussions in Vietnam, but 
reiterated the government's in- 
sistence that any negotiations 
take into account Cambodia’s 
sovereignty and guarantee the 
Pol Pot regime will not return to 
power. 

The joint communique said the 
'sides had agreed on foe need for 
another meeting between foe co- 
chairman and members of Cam- 
bodia’s Supreme National Coun- 
cil. The Council is made up of 
representatives of the rival fac- 
tions and was conceived under 
the U.N. plan. 

Such a meeting would pave the 
way for convening a meeting of 
the Paris conference's Coordina- 
tion Committee, foe communi- 
que said. The Paris conference 
originally convened in late July 
1989 but has been suspended due 
to wide differences among the 
Cambodians. 

The envoys were to leave Viet- 
nam Sunday for Thailand, where 
they planned further discussions 
on Cambodia. Thailand backs the 
guerrillas but also has mediated 
talks. 


Sinn Fein party leader 
dismisses truce speculation 


DUBLIN f AP) — The head of 
foe Irish Republican Army’s 
(IRA) political wing praised foe 
outlawed IRA Saturday and dis- 
missed press speculation about a 
planned ceasefire. 

“If foe issues were not so se- 
rious those fictitious accounts 
could be ignored. Indeed they 
might even be a source of some 
amusmeut,” Sinn Fein Party chief 
Geny Adams told foe 500 dele- 
gates to foe annual conference of 
foe Sinn Fein Party, the IRA’s 
legal political branch. 

Outside foe central Dublin 
Mansion House conference hall, 
about 400 peace protesters urged 
delegates to renounce IRA vio- 
lence. They included politicians 
from both Irish Republics, in- 
cluding the former Irish Prime 
.Minister Dr. Garret Fitzgerald. 

Adams applauded IRA volun- 
teers in their campaign to drive 
the British out of foe province of 
Northern Ireland and said they 
were struggling for Irish freedom. 

At the party conference two 
years ago. Adams complained 
that IRA mistakes and killings of 
innocent civilians were hurting 
Sinn Fein, and called on foe 
guerrillas to be “careful and care- 


ful again." 

Adams said Sinn Fein was al- 
ways “interested and involved in 
seeking ways and means to bring 
peace out of the chaos and divi- 
sion created by the British 
occupation of part of our coun- 
try” 

British -officials have said there 
will be no talks or negotiations 
with Sinn Fein while fighting con- 
tinues. 

Catholics comprise 40 per cent 
of the population of Northern 
Ireland, and Sinn Fein, which 
advocates a democratic socialist 
government of a united Ireland, 
receives about a third of foe 
Catholic vote. In foe Republic of 
Ireland, where more than 90 per 
cent of the population is Catholic. 
Sinn Fein’s vote is about 2 per 
cent. 

Sinn Fein supporters are bar- 
red from appearing on radio and 
television both in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland, and the IRA is 
outlawed in both. 

The IRA’s military campaign, 
supported by a minority of Ro- 
man Catholics in Northern Ire- 
land, grew out of foe Catholic 
civil rights protests and violent 
clashes of the 1960s. 


4 die in Haiti orphanage fire 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — An 
overnight arson fire Idlled three 
children and a caretaker Saturday 
at an orphanage run by Haiti’s 
president-elect and he blamed 
Duvalierist Tontons Macoutes 
thugs for the blaze. 

“The Macoutes could have 
attacked me personally but they 
knew that by hurting my children 
they were touching my heart,”, 
said the Reverend Jean-Bertarnd 
Aristide, a leftist priest set to take 
office as president Thursday in 
the impoverished Caribbean na- 
tion. 

About 160 children were asleep 
when the fire began in a dormi- 
tory shortly after midnight, 
according to survivors. They said 
they smelled petrol and saw a 
man fleeing foe area of the Port- 
Au- Prince orphanage. 

Aristide campaigned on a 
pledge to bring to justice Duva- 
lierists and foe Tontons Maco- 
utes, vestiges of the brutal para- 
military forces under the 29-year 
Duvafier family dictatorship. The 


regime was' toppled five years ago 
this week in a popular uprising. 

Surrounded by children who 
survived the attack and with 
\ tears i in his eyes, Aristide spoke 
to reporters at Lafanmi Selavj 
(the Family is Life), his school 
and shelter that has taken in 
orphans and street children. 

A 20-year-old man who took 
care of foe younger orphans, and 
who hims elf was taken in by 
Aristide six years ago, carried 
two children to safety but died as 
be tried to rescue three others, 
aged 10 to 20, who also perished, 
survivors said. 

Aristide, an advocate of libera- 
lion theology who has championed 
Haiti's impoverished masses. 
Started caring for street children 
when he was priest of foe St. Jean 
Bosco Parish in the downtown 
shims of PorfrAu-Prince. 

His superiors in foe SaJesian 
Order expelled him because of 
bis radical activism in 1988 and be 
founded lafanmi Selavi soon af- 
ter. 


Albanian 

opposition 

launches 

election 

campaign 


VIENNA (R) — Albania’s 
.seven-week-old opposition party, 
preparing to fight the ruling Com- 
munists in elections next month, 
launched its campagjn at foe 
weekend with a manifesto prom- 
ising privatisation and social re- 
form. 

Leaders of foe Democratic Par- 
ty, Albania’s first opposition par- 
ty in four decades of Stalinist 
rule, said their programme map- 
ped out ways of introducing a 
market economy to Europe's 
poorest state. 

“It’s a large programme about 
privatisation, starting from 
homes, and including land re- 
forms giving the land freely to 
peasants, dismantling big enter- 
prises and then privatising them 
and (introducing them) to a stock 
market,” founder member Gra- 
raoz Pashko said by telephone 
from Tirana Sunday. 

The party also pledged to facili- 
tate foreign investment and pro- 
tect private owners by setting up 
a constitutional court. 

The manifesto, published in ■ 
the Democratic Party’s newspap- 
er . Rilindja Demokratika. also 
offered a package of social re- 
forms. 

These included a 40-hour, five- 
day working week to replace the 
six-day week and a six-month cut 
in military service to IS months 
with the possibility for alternative 
service. Maternity leave would be 
extended from six months to two 
years. 

“We also include foe depoliti- 
tisation of the army, police and 
foe justice system, and freedom 
of travel and movement from the 
countryside to towns,” Pashko,. a 
uviversity economist, said. 

The Democratic Party was 
founded on Dec. 12 after Com- 
munist President Ramiz Alia, un- 
ravelling foe isolationist cocoon 
woven by his predecessor Enver 
Hoxha. decided to. allow opposi- 
tion parties. 


4 die in 
S. African 
unrest 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Police fired rubbed bullets, bird- 
shot and tear gas to disperse 
crowds in several incidents of 
violence, and a police report 
San day listed four more deaths 
from scattered unrest 

The unrelated incidents 
throughout the country involved 

sm arlre by blacks nnH coloureds 

— people of mixed-race ancestry 

— on local administrators consi- 
dered to be collaborators with 
foe white-led government as well 
as black faction fighting. 

Police Capt. Henriette Bester 
said a town councillor in the 
Toekomsrus township west of 
Johannesburg shot one man to 
death when a crowd of about 120 
coloured people tried to drag 
him from his home. She said 
police dispersed the crowd with 
tear gas, rubber bullets and shot- 
guns firing birdsboL No injuries 
were reported. 

In the Bekkezsdal township 
near Johannesburg, groups of 
blacks armed with machetes, 
spears and dubs dashed Satur- 
day, killing one man and serious- 
ly wounding two, Bester said. 

She said some shots were fired 
and a house was set on fire. 
Police began foot and v chide 
patrols in the township, which 
Bester described as tense. 

Five people were injured in a 
grenade attack on foe home of a 
Civic Association leader in foe 
Tokoza township south of 
Johannesburg, BesteT said. A 
9-year-old girl sustained serious 
shrapnel wounds, she said, while 
the other four were treated for 
slight injuries. 

The police unrest report for 
foe previous 24 hours also said 
two men were Idlled in eastern 
Natal province in separate inci- 
dents. Few details were pro- 
vided. 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Winnie Mandela is fating a trial 
that may be foe greatest chal- 
lenge in her turbulent life as well 
as a threat to the African National 
Congress (ANC) and South Afri- 
ca's peace hopes. 

Mrs. Mandela, wife of ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela, is to go 
on trial Monday in Johannesburg 
with several ex-bodyguards to 
face kidnapping and assault 
charges. State prosecutors allege 
four youths were taken to Mrs. 
Mandela's home and beaten in 
December, 1988. The youngest 
youth, 14- year-old Stompei 
Seipei, was killed. ■ 

Prosecutors said the trial may 
be postponed because four of 
Mrs. Mandela’s seven co- 
defendants skipped bail in De- 
cember. Prosecutors will make a 
decision Monday on whether to 
postpone or proceed with foe 
trial. 

Jerry Richardson, bead of foe 
disbanded bodyguards, foe Man- 
dela United Football Qub, was 
convicted of murder in the case 
and is appealing a death sent- 
ence. 

A judge has ruled Mrs. Mande- 
la was present during the assault, 
at which foe youths were accused 
of having sex with a white 
mefoodist minister. Seipei also 
was accused of being a police spy. 


The trial involves more than 
the future of a flamboyant activist 
who has for years shocked oppo- 
nents and delighted supporters 
with blistering attacks on apar- 
theid and anything else that dis- 
pleases her. The trial also poses a 
threat to the credibility of her 
husband, the ANC and talks on 
ending white rule. 

For many blacks, especially the 
militant young. Mrs. Mandela is 
“mother of foe nation,” a fighter 
who calls for the violent destruc- 
tion of apartheid. 


MANAGUA (Agencies) — Sal- 
vadorean rebels returned tight 
Soviet-made anti-aircraft missiles 
Saturday from a lot of 28 
obtained illegally from Nicar- 
agua’s Saixfinista People’s Army. 

The Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN) rebels 
said 11 of foe SAM-7 and SAM- 
14 heat-seeking missiles have 
been fired, pres uma bly in their 
war agwmst foe U.S.-backed Sal- 
vadorean government, and that 
the remaining nine missile s would 
be returned in El Salvador later 
Saturday to be r e tur ned to Nicar- 
agua. 

The FMLN rebels said they 
would use other missiles obtained 
elsewhere against the U.S.- 
backed Salvadorean mOitaiy. 

The rebels were returning the 
Sandmista missiles ap par en tly to 
avoid ruffling foe feathers of 
Nicaragua’s democratically 
elected government. 

FMLN Commander Maria 
Marta Valladares told reporters 
at foe Mexican embassy, where 
foe eight missiles were turned in, 
that most of foe FMLN’s other 
missiles were U.S.-made Red- 
Eyes. 

Ms. Valladares declined to 
comment on where foe Red-Eyes 
had been obtained. But Nicara- 
guan Minister of foe Presidency 
Antonio Lacayo said Friday his 
government was checking reports 
that the now-demobilised Nicara- 
guan contra rebels, who fought 
foe Sandhtista government during 
the I9S0s, have sold U.S.- 
supplied anti-aircraft missOes the 
FMLN. 


Nicaragua’s Sandinista rmfitary 
was created during the Sandims- 
ta’s 11-year rule and remains foe 
national army, even though U.S.- 
backed President Violeta Cha- 
morro took office last April after 
beating the Sanfonistas in nation- 
al elections. 

Ms. VaDadares and three other 
FMLN guerrilla leaders delivered 
tiie eight missOes — four SAM-7 
missiles and four SAM-145 — to 
the Mexican embassy here. 

The eight packages were wrap- 


. ped in white robber foam SheetS. 
bound with electrical wire and 
were covered by black plastic 
bound with masking tape and 
scotch tape- They were laid a* 
by side on the cement floor next 
to the embassy swimming pool. 

On hand to receive the 
weapons were officials b om t he 
Nicaraguan interior and foreign 
ministries, the Saixfinista army 
and Mexican Ambassador Ricar- 
do Galan, who was chosen as 
gnarantor of foe nnss3c deliv ery. 

Officials from aUnfted Nations 
mission to ensure compliance 

with a regional peace accord also 

were present. 

“We chose tire Mexican gov- 
ernment because it alwa ys has 
had an attitude of much coopera- 
tkm to achieve a political solution 
to tire situation in EL Salvador,' 
said FMLN Commander Maxisol 
Galindo. 

M s. Valladares said tire FMLN 
decided to return the missiles that 
had not yet been fired because of 
“pressures.” 

“It is a gesture that we make, 
and it (missiles returned) corres- 
pond to a delivctyr made to us out 
of solidarity but not authorised,” 
she said. 

Leonel Gonzalez, another 
FMLN commander, said earlier 
that the rebels deci d ed to return 
tire mfeaalc* “as an indication that 
, we consider the Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment to be legitimate and that 
tire Sandinista People’s Army is a 
bastion of defence of the process 
of democrafisation.” 

The Sandinista army first de- 
nied then admitted that four of its 
aft force officers had stolen 28 
missiles from army depots and 
sold them to tire FMLN. The 
officers, who were arrested, 
daixned they gave, not sold, the 
missiles out of sympathy with the 
Salvadorean rebels. 

FMLN leaders said they would 
gjve the Nkaragnan gove r nment 
a list of the other 11 missiles they 
said were fired, with tire missiles’ 
serial numbers and the dates and 
places they were fired. Reporters 
were not given access to tint 
information. 


Pakistan- Afghanistan quake toll 
mounts as snow bars rescuers 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Snow still 
kept rescuers away from several 
earthquake-stricken areas of 
Pakistan and Af ghanis tan Sun- 
day, two days after the severe 
tremor that may have killed more 
than 400 people. 

Pakistani officials confirmed 
175 deaths in the country’s North 
West Frontier Province but said 
the toll might exceed 200 as they 
awaited information from remote 
snow-bound villages. 

Several hundred were injured 
and thousands of houses were 
destroyed or damaged, mostly in 
mountain villages, they added. 

In neighboaring Afghanistan, 
officials and aid workers said 
about 200 people might have 
been killed' by the early Friday 
quake that rocked 18 of foe 
mountainous country's 30 pro- 
vinces. 

Afghan rebel sources in Pakis- 
tan reported 45 deaths in areas of 
six provinces controlled by Mu- 
jahideen rebels fighting to over- 


throw Afghan President Najibul- 
lah. 

Officials in both countries said 
recue teams had not yet reached 
some remote villages where roads 
and tracks wee blocked by un- 
usually heavy snowfalls this win- 
ter. 

Army helicopters carried medi- 
cines and other essential supplies 
to far-flung areas in foe three 
badly-hit Pakistani districts of 
Swat, Dir and ChitraL 

The quake was measured in 
Pakistan at 6.8 on the Richter 
Scale, stronger than a 1974 tre- 
mor in the region that measured 
only 63 but killed 5,200 people. 

Government officials said 
large-scale relief work was in 
progress with relief teams trying 
to read] all stricken areas. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
has opened a relief fund with an 
appeal for generous donations. 

“It was one of the most power- 
ful earthquakes for many years to 


hit Afgi 
ign Ministry spokesman . M. H. 


Afghan Foro- 


Mukammel said in Kabul. “But 
we have no mem to reach tire 
remote areas to assess the dam- 
age and casualties.” 

“Reports are still coming in, 
and ft may be many days before 
we know foe real extent of tire 
tragedy,” he said. Many quake- 
flit areas were buried under deep 
snow, hampering rescue efforts. 

Najibuflah had set up a special 
commission to coordinate rescue 
and relief efforts, Mukammel 
said. 


A number of homes and build- 
ings coDapsed in snow-covered 
Kabul, where officials said at 
least four people were killed. 
Long vertical cracks could be 
seen on the walls of many others 
in the city of two million people. 

Aid officials said many villages 
in the countryside, where houses 
are mostly made of mud, could 
have been devastated. 


U.S. probe shows planes told to use same runway 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
Investigators probing a crash 
which Idlled at least 19 said Satur- 
day that a Los Angeles air traffic 
controller gave a Boeing 737 per- 
mission to land on a runway just 
70 seconds after telling a commu- 
ter plane it could use foe same 
landing strip. 

Jim Burnett, a member of foe 
U.S. National Transportation 
Safety Board investigated Fri- 
day’s accident, said the Usair 
Boeing struck foe rear of a Sky- 
west Airways Metroliner, 
pushing foe back of foe smaller 
aircraft into the air' and foe nose 
into foe gound. 

Both planes erupted in flames 
after the impact, which sent both 
aircraft careening 850 feet (177 
metres) along the runway before 
sliding off and travelling a further 
400 feet (122 metres) across the 
median strip and a taxi way. 

The wreckage came to a halt 
next to an abandoned fire station, 
said Burnett, who was speaking 
for the investigative team. 

The team includes representa- 
tives of foe Federal Aviation 
Administration, the two airlines 
and the trade unions involved. 

Burnett said it was clear the 
Boeing, from Columbus, Ohio, 
was on the ground when it hit foe 
Metroliner, bound for Palmdale. 
California, and had not landed 
directly on top of the twin- 
engined commuter plane. 

After listening to tapes of com- 
munications between the control 
tower at Los Angeles Interna- 
tional Airport and several air- 
craft, Burnett said the Boeing 
twice asked fior permission to 
land and foe control tower failed 


to answer. 

After foe third request, a female 
air traffic controller gave it per- 
mission to land on Runway 24- 
left 

The same controller had given 
the Metroliner permission to be 
on foe same runway just 70 
seconds earlier, but had not given 
it clearance to take off, .said 
Burnett. 

The last sound on foe tape was 
an unidentified voice saying 
“what foe bell” Burnett told a 
news conference. 

The controller, Burnett added, 
had been having “difficult com- 
munications” with an incoming 
Aeromexico flight at the same 
time. She had to repeat instruc- 
tions on a number of occasions, 
be said. 

He said foe National Trans- 
portation Safety Board had re- 
quested drug and alcohol tests on 
all five controllers and a super- 
visor on duty at the time. 

But authorities had so far been 
unable to find foe woman con- 
troller, he said. 


pie to work among or climb over 
the remains.” he said. 

In addition to six bodies visible 
in foe Boeing, the plane’s cap- 
tain, Colin Shaw, 48, died in 
hospital Saturday and the 10 pas- 
sengers and crew of two in foe 
Metroliner were all lolled. 

There were 64 survivors on the 
Boeing and 18 were still un- 
accounted fior in that plane, offi- 
cials said. 


Burnett said investigators were 
unable to examine the wreckage 
or recover any more bodies 
Saturday because 6,000 pounds 
(2,722 kilogrammes) of fuel had 
to be taken off the Boeing. 

He indicated foe removal of 
the bodies, most of which are 
buried in the twisted remains of 
foe two aircraft, could take days. 

“We will need heavy lifting 
gear. It could be a tedious opera- 
tion,” Burnett said. 

He added there was no ques- 
tion of the wreckage being ex- 
amined until all the bodies were- 
removed. “We don’t ask our peo- 


Tbe collision was foe worst Los 
Angeles International Airport 
accident since 1969. 

Ail 38 people aboard a United 
Airlines Boeing 737 were killed 
22 years ago. Five days earlier, on 
Jan. 13, 1969, a Scandinavian 
Airlines System (SAS) DC-8 
plunged into the sea eight miles 
(13 kilometres) from foe airport, 
killing 45 people. 

The' deaths in tire SAS crash 
were the first involving a com- 
mercial airline since foe airport 
opened in 1947. 

No one had died in a commer- 
cial jet crash at the Los Angeles 
airport, one of the nation's 
busiest, since a Honolulu-bound 
Continental Airlines DC-10 blew 
two tyres and crashed after an 
aborted takeoff in 1978. Three 
people were killed. 


Increases in air traffic over the 
Los Angeles basin pro mp ted foe 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to promise a new radar 
control system in 1995 to help 
ease congestion. 

Last April, the. Airline Pilots 
Association charged that the sky 
over the airport was among the 
seven most dangerous flight areas 
in the United States. 

Iii one of the worst Los 


Angeles accidents, an Aeromex- 
ico DC-9 approaching the airport ' 
collided in flight with a small 
plane over suburban Cerriots in 
August 1986. Eighty-two people 
were killed. 

A jury in 1989 divided blame 
for foe Cerritors crash equally 
between foe United States as 
regnlator of foe air space and the 
pilot of the small plane. Jurors 
found an air traffic controller 
failed to warn the pilots they were 
on a collision course. 

The Cerritos accident and a 
series of close calls in 1987 
prompted investigations and the 
closing of an air corridor for small 
planes near the airport. The cor- 
ridor has since been reopened. 

A report by the General 
Accounting Office (GAO), foe 
investigative arm of Congress, 
showed that foe airport had 57 
near-collisions involving airliners 
between 1986 and 1988. That’ s 
nearly twice as many at airports 
in New York, Chicago and San 
Francisco, said foe report, re- 
leased in 1989. 

Air traffic controllers com- 
plained as recently as last year 
that the FAA’s computer system 
suddenly drops vital information 
from their screens, including alti- 
tude and flight number data. 

The FAA instituted chan ges 
designed to make foe skies over 
foe Los Angeles basin safer, in- 
cluding simplified flight rule 
charts and pilot' education. 

In 1989, pilots reports foe nnm- 
ber of near-collisions dropped 47 
per cent from the previous year. 
For the first 10 months of 1989 
foe number of . near-collision' 
reports declined from 36 to 19, 


foe FAA said. 
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Mugger •enffer 
thank-you note: 
to victim 


BOSTON (AP) — -As 8 
wanted his victim to f 
grateful for tire money 
so be sent thank-you rioce^ 
Pancare’s wallet was i 
two weeks ago as be r 
friend to a subway stop; 

He got the wallet back ini 
— alongwith the note. “L 
thank you for the $13 
in it,” the anonymous 1 
“I needed to get h om e, 
know if I had asked 
me you would have said; 
thank you.” PancaxeY 
was inside foe wallet, but ? 
card and other 
irmaong - Pancare, 24, said! 
mugged on Jan. 20 near i 
House on Beacon H3L 
realised foe man was 
Pancare said, he panned 
but COuki not ft eh him 
he will not follow up on 
because tire note made him i 
about how badly foe man 
have needed foe money. 


Willie Nelson’s rand 


fetcher $650,000 


? 


GOLDEN. Colorado (AP) - 
Wiffie Nelson's 44-acre (183 he 
fide) Evergreen Ranch fetch* 
$650,000 at an Internal Revem 
Service "(IRS)- auction that was; 
an average real-estate transacts 
About 100 people — bidders ar 
onlookers, bargain-hunters ax 
broken — crowded the atretic 
room Wednesday, but reporte 
nearly outnumbered serious ba 
ders. Construction entreprcnei 
Everett Randleman placed ti 
top bid of $650,000 for the Netee 
land, country home and s eve* 
adjacent buildings on Upper Bcjj 
Creek Road near Mount Ev*& 
The IRS seized the countaj 
western singer’s Blue Skies Ram* 
in November as partial paymq 
on $16.7 million in back taxesj 
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Forests once 
flourished in 
Antarctica 


SYDNEY (R) — Fossils foo 
an icy mountain range nea 
South Pole indicate foe wori 
warmer three million year 
and Antarctica was partly 
with temperate Forests, i. 
said Friday. The fossils of 
found on the bleak Bea.- 
Glacier some 400 kilometre 
the south Pole, indicate fb. 
beech trees once flourished 
continent. “This really is . 
tog,” geologist Barrie McL 
of Australia's University o 
England said. “It indicates 
jor warming of the world 
and that (Antarctica) was 
.to 20 degrees Celsius . 
Fahrenheit) warmer than 
now.” The fossils from dec 
southern beech were found 
metres above sea level on 
tost year. The discovery; 
lenges current theory that 
tains that Antarctica ba 
changed since a contim 
sheet crept over the con_. 
million years ago, ^covering 
'cent of its surface and 
most native life. It __ 
world warmed again betwe 
Md three million years agi 
|ng back the ice sheet and 
ing forests to grow. An tan 
about the size of foe United 
and Canada combined. “Ii 
as if the leaves fell wher 
were found, probably ftrto-'j 
or a quiet stream backwgn 
then were quickly covered 
lessor David Harwood'of.t' 
versity of Nebraska in the 
States said in a statement 
here. “It seems very poss 
foe warming and subseqa 
mg occurred on a global 
Harwood said. Antarctica 
ably looked much like 
does today, with laige\ 
areas and passing glaciers* 
vey said. Ice probably . 
only half or one third 
continent then, he said. ’ 
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